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Jordan, bankers conCinm debt talks 

U)ND(W (AF) — Jordan aad a lualB creditor bank! bare bdd tartbrr on 
Ihi a lhhn a $580 hiAIoo ddit icKbednUiig parlrur. aliboD^ baobfiig 
oeurccs mg aa a^recaacnt ha't Bkcfy "»»*** around nddjear. Ftoance 
MtoMer Basel Jardaneh tfab week met with bankers in Loodoa prtaurQy 
«f«r i toMiB o nt a tiii n ** g i JMMine drafted by tbe six-bank aadttors* 
conntottBe. Sources arid it was tbe bat ti m « Jordan was pr ea aded with 
qMdfk decoacncifion pmposals by toe banks and that tbrthcr talks were 
Btdy bdbre tochnkal detoBs were Mt of toe ll*jear rcsctaednBng. Jordan's 
total nwmn e r c M bink debt Is $1.4 biUon. Bankers that It wS be 

inAd^May at toe earflest before tbe reschetoAq pact it ratified by Jordan's 
i^aditwr banfce« a nuaibei of said a Jnne locAs 

nore ltody> noted that Jordan has warned hnk* that it may be 
forced to delay seaw, if not dB id bs Uttal 1990 in terest payment dne at 
lanato’s end. Tbe w an to ig t along some opposition m a SS^mlUloa new 
money ce m p o ne n t to tbe proposed tesdiecfaiHng, b helptog to slow 
mmou e nt tow at ds inrtBiwrtnii by tbe more than £0 creditor fca»fa« 
af ffcte d. 
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3 Israeli soldiers 
sentenced In 
bread case 

tel AVIV (AP) — A religious 
sddier has been jailed for due- 
to shoot two fellow SOl- 
(Sers whose sin was eating bread 
duifa g passover and maKng sca- 
thing lemarics about a leading 
rabbi, toe anny said E^day. Hie 
devout soldier was sentenoed to 
28 days in the stockade for his 
threat, and tbe other two were 
gjven 14 days ea^ for moddng 
toe leligfous beliefs of a fdlow 
sokher, an anny ^kesman said, 
the army bars toe Mting of bread 
00 anny bases during toe eight- 
day heyday. Ibe confrontation 
came at a base in central Israel 
wbeze toe three soldiers were 
tyiwng pieties, Israeli newsptq^ 
ers and radio reported. When the 
two seeolar soldiers criticised 
Rd)bi Efiezer Sciiach and b^gan 
eating bread, the religioas soldiN 
cocked his gun and threatened to 
shoot bis two comrades. The two 
secular soldiers calmed him 
down. 

Bonn protests to 
Ankara over 
diplomats 

BONN (R) — West Gennany 
protested to Tbtoey Friday over 
Ankara’s demand that Bonn 
withdraw eight diplotnats frmn its 
embasty tom. On tbe orders of 
Foreign hfinister Hans-Dietridi 
. Gensdier, Tnrkish Ambassador 
Resat Alim was summoned to tbe 
nmstiy to receive the formal 
protest from state secretary 
Juergen Sudboff. According to 
toe Foreign Mrmstiy, Swflioff 
told Alim that Che move was not 
in tbe interests of West German- 
Torldto tos' and could result in' 
wink at Bonn’s Ankara' missioD 
practically g r in d in g to a halt. The 
Turkish demand that Bonn with- 
draw ei^ dqdomats was in appa- 
rent retaliaticm for West Cfer- 
many*s request toat 15 lYiridsh 
(fiptomats be: called heune. The IS 
were suspected of spying on 
Thrks Irving in West Gemrany 
who were critical of toe Ankara 
government. 

Britain offers ties 
with Albania 

LONDON (R) — Britain Friday 
renewed an offer made to Alba- 
ma 10 years ago to restore di- 
pfomatic relations mto toe Com- 
mnwkt state witiiout ]H«condi- 
tioQS, “There have recently been 
increasing signs that Albania 
witoes to play a fuller in tbe 
hitemational community,” tbe 
Foreiga Office said in a state- 
ment It repressed regr^ toat 
Albanian President Ranuz Alia 
tod not indnde Btitain when be 
dropped ojqxisition to restoring 
d^c^tic ties with Moscow and 
Wasttington Thursday. “We also 
note tiiat Mr. Alia, in his re- 
marks, makes no reference to 
Britain's generous offer 10 years 
to restore diftiomatic rela- 
tions without precmiditions. We 
■ hi^e the diaqge in Albania's 
general time wiU lead toem to 
• loak at our offer,” the statement 
'..said. 

^Bangladesh wins 
""^,8 billion 
8id pledge 

^ RARXS (R) — International 
^'doDors have pledged aid totalling 
atleast S1.8 biltion for Bang- 
ladesh tbe 1990-91 finan- 
. cal atf Bangladesh Finance and 
'■ Waimin g Minister Mohammad 
.Abdnl Munim said Friday . He 
at a news confer- 
ence after a two-day. World 
r Bank-sponsored meeting of 

donors in Paris called to assist ^ 

fiood and fe««ne bit South Asan 

Czechoslovakia 
changes its name 
a^in 

PRAGUE (R) — Czcchoslova- 
IeHl’s pariiament changed the 
counby's official name for tlK 
sectad >»««*- in tiiree weeks Fri- 
day, but only after a recount in 
parBam^ ^ The country will now 
w kmwn as "the Cked mtd 
Slovak Federative RepoUic/’ a 
Ctoiqatmuse designed to end 
mootiis of argument between 
0>wi4in^iwiri« *!t two ooDstitnent 
parts. A tort vote in the House of 

Nations, one of parfament’s two 
chambers, aj^roved tiie new 
name and- was dwfared 9alid. 


King in S. Arabia for Door wide open for Jordan and PLO 


Omra, talks with Fahd 


JEDDAH (Agencies) — IBs 
Majesty Kmg Hussein arrived in 
the Red Sea port of Jedd^ from 
Amman Friday to visit holy 
traces in Saudi Arabia and per- 
form Oima. 

The Saudi Press agen^ (SPA) 
gave no other details abom tbe 
Monarch's visit to Saadi Arabia, 
expected to last two days. 

In Amman, an official said 
Hnsston would have tfllks 
with Saudi Arabia's King Fahd on 
Middle East peace prospects and 
financial asastance to Jendan. 

Other toftics indnde the possi- 
bility of convening an Arab sum- 
mit to offset an infln of Soviet 
Jews to Israel, tiie official sakL 


Ki^ Fahd was present in Mec- 
ca for the final days of the Holy 
hfonth of Ramadan. 

King Hussein was received in 
Jeddah by the pwemor of Mec- 
ca, Prince Maj^, and 03 Rois- 
ter IBsham Nazer. 

The King was to q>eed from 
tbe port city to Mecca to break 
the Ramadan with King Fahd 
together before holding toeir 
talks. 

Accompanying the King were 
His Royal Highness Prince Fais- 
al, Prime Minister Modar Bad- 
ran. Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, Potitical Advis- 
er Adnan Abu O^h and ForeigD 
Mhnster Maiwan A1 Qasem. 


King Hussein's visit to Santo 
Arabia came on the heels of his 
talks with Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Leader Yas- 
ser Arafat on tbe Middle East 
peace process. 

Kii^ Hussein and Arafat have 
been leading Arab calls fbr an 
emergency Arab summit confer-- 
eooB to discuss means ctf arresting 
tbe Soviet Jewish influx into 
Israel. 

The expected influx of hun- 
dreds of thousands of Soviet Jews 
has sparked outrage in the Arab 
World, vriiere it is feared many of 
them could settle in the Isruli- 
ooca|»ed territories. 


to increase political coordination 


Palestinians stage Peres 
Ramadan strike races to 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM in the revolt against Israeli 

rabbis’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Shops and offices were 
clos^ in tbe occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip in a strike galled 

by Tslamir f iindamgntflligt^ qq the 

Friday of the fasting month 
of Ramadan. 

Leaders of the Palestinian np- 
risii^ also called for new tactics in 
tbe 2Brmonto revolt, inchufing 
using general strikes as “con- 
frontation days with ferael an- 
thoiities.*' 

In the past, most Palestinians 
have st^^ home daring strikes, 
often making them calmer than 
other days in the occupied terri- 
tories. - 

fo Friday's strike, toe Iriamic 
fhndamentafist movement Hamas 
allowed taxis and buses to work 
carrying Muslims to Friday 
prayer services, especially at 
Jenisal«n's A1 Aqsa Mosque. 
The strike also dosed business in 
Arab Jerusalem. 

The call for “tactical diange” 


in the revolt against Israeli 
occupation came in a leaflet 
iss u ed Thmsd^ by the Unified 
Leadenhip of tbe Uprising. 

Amoi^ tiie new tactics is a call 
for Palestinians in tom out their 
lights for 15 on May 5 to 

protest the con turned dosure of 
Palestinian universities. On April 
28, drivers were asked to halt 
tb^ vdudes and honk thcar 
horns for five minutes to show 
solidarity with Palestinians expel- 
led by the ocaqiation anthorities. 

New inodes of protest had been 
demanded the Popular Front 
for the libmtion ^ Palestine 
(PFLP), whidi'accii^ the nnited 
leadertoip of comfriacency and 
threatened to break away. 

The FFlf and otoer Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO) 
groups that make up tbe lead- 
ership issued a joint statement 
eariier tins week ptomisii^ a 
diai^ in tactics. 


9y P.V. Vivekanaiid 

Jonftui Times Staff WrAer 

AMMAN — The most signifi- 
cant outcome of last week’s 
talks between Jordanian and 
Palestinian offidals is die re- 
vhafisation of a joint political 
committee to review a wide 
range of political issues and 
cocn^ate positions, accordii^ 
to a senior Jordanian official. 
Dismissmg qiecolation tiiat the 
central theme of toe talks was a 
formula for Jordanian- 
Palestinian confederatkm, tbe 
offidal asserted that "this 
round of talks prodneed veiy 
practical resohs, and the door is 
now open for farther consolida- 
tion of Jordaman-PaJestinian 
cooperation in various adninis- 
trative and practical issues.” 

The joint coounittee was set 
up in 1985 co-diaired by tbe 
Jordanian foreign nrnws ter and 
a member of tbe Palertine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Executive OnnmitCee, bad 
been dormant over the years 
follovring tiie otoiapse of the 
Feb. 11, 1985 Joidan-PLO 


agrement on political coor- 
tonatkm. Tbe revived eomoih- 
tee is co-diaired by Foreign 
Minister Marwan A1 Qasem 
and PLO Executive rniwnitt^- 
member Mahmoud Mazen, the 
Jordanian official toid reporters 
Thuisday, ^leaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

The official ei^ained that 
reviving the committee meant 
that "the full range of issues of 
mutual interest could be discus- 
sed,” whto riew to increasing 
cooperation between the two 
tides and clears toe way for 
creating new joint institntions 
in additioa to toe already estab- 
Hsbed panel for coordiantion in 
the field of infonnation. This 
panel is co-chaired by Informa- 
tion Mntister Ibrahim Izzeddin 
and PLO Executive Committee 
member Yasser Abed Rabbo. 

Another joint committee to 
support toe steadfastness of the 
Pafestinian peofrie livii^ in tbe 
occupied territories has been 
dormant for the past two years, 
mainly due to lack of fii^ to 
mpport its activities in extend- 
ing aid to the occupied lands. It 


was supposed to have received 
an annual Arab aid of $150 
million under a resolution 
adopted at toe 1978 Arab sum- 
mit held in Baghdad but some 
of tbe designated donor states 
did not live up to toe commit- 
ment. However, the offidal 
said Thursday that “there are 
signs of renewed Arab assist- 
ance to tbe panel.” He did not 
elaborate. 

According to the offidal, 
moves are under study to furth- 
er “make life easier for the 
pet^le of West Bank and Gaza 
Strip” in terms of their travel to 
and residence in Jordan as well 
as toe entry to and transit of 
agricultural produce from tbe 
occupied territories through the 
Kingdran. 

life offidal dismissed reports 
suggesting that a 'forking pap- 
er” enshrining toe concept of a 
Jordanian-Palestinian confed- 
eration was discussed between 
IBs Majesty King Hussein and 
Yasser Ar^t during the vitit 
last .week of toe PLO chairman, 
who left Amman early Thurs- 
day. 


“Several ideas and concepts 
for Jordanian-Palestinian coop- 
eration and coordination could 
have been raised, but nothing 
was discussed in the form of a 
document," the offidal empha- 
sised. 

Reports quoting senior PLO 
nfReiak had appeared in the 
local press prior to Arafet’s visit 
that tbe King and tbe PLO 
leader would discuss future 
Jordanian-Palestinian relations 
within a framework which ex- 
plidcly defined toe form of a 
Jordanian-Palestinian confed- 
eration. 

“Tbe emphasis was on real 
and practice means and issues 
governing Jordanian- 
Palestinian political coopera- 
tion,” toe offidal told reporters 
Thursday. “It b well under- 
stood toat any future 
Jordanian-Palestinian relations 
will be based on the concept of 
two states,” he added. Other 
Jordanian offidals have also 
dbmissed talk of an immediate 


(CoBtinned on ps^ 3) 


support PLO authorises Arafat 


Court allows settlers to 
stay at St.John’s Hospice 


TEL AVIV (Agendes) — Israel's 
s upre m e court Friday allowed 
Jewbh settlers to stay in a com- 
pound in the Christian quarter of 
Jerusalem's Old Gly, tenqioiaii- 
ly setting aside an eviction order 
tte attorney general. 

The 150 setdeis can remun in 
the four 100-year-old buiidings 
near the Church of the Holy 
S^nildier until tiie Ugh court 
bears more arg ume nts next week 
on an appeal for tbe settlers to 
remain in tbe compound. 

'Attorney General Yosef Hai^ 
bh Tiiins&y bad ordered, their 
inwiwtiafe evictioo from the 72 f 
room St. John's Hospice, owned 
by toe Greek Orthodox Church. 
Harisfa Mid be wanted to prevent 
further deterioration of Jewirii- 
Oiierian relations in the dty. 

Hie Apr3 11 move by tbe 
settlers into tbe Christian quarter 
sparked angry protests by 

Phrijiptiafi* and MneHms Vtoo feat 

that the group is headiuB a drive 
to eventoaDy push all Palestinians 
out of the Old Qty. 


After the U^ court allowed 
the setdeis to stay, a half dozen 
Greek Orthodox priests carrying 
candles staged a protest vig3 out- 
ride the compl^ Black flags 
fluttered from toe Holy Sqral- 
dier and toe Greek Orthodox 
Patriarchate. 

In Friday's hearing, tbe sup- 
reme coact made no reference to 
tiie religions and political dimen- 
rions of the case. 

Qnef Justice Meir Shamgar 
sdieduled a heating for next 
Thnisday during uMdi Harish 
most show why hb immediate 
eviction order should not be 
annulled. 

“The settiexs wiU be allowed to 
stay until there b a final decision 
by the fai^ court,” said Attorney 
Dan Avi-Yitzhak, wbo lepresMts 
the Panama-based company, 
SBC, friudi leased the bnfltong to 
the settlers. 

SBC h gave MaiQrtos 

Matossiaii, an Armenian who has 

(CoBtinued m page 3> 


TEL AVIV (R) — A race for the 
blessing of 1^ rabbb quddtened 
Friday as Isr^'s rival political 
leaders pursued an unholy scram- 
ble to form a government. 

But most indKatfons pointed to 
a. continued stalem^.that may 
force caretaker Prime ifinister 
Yitzhak Shamir's right-wing 
Likud Party and ^ more dovish 
Labour Party of Shhnon Peres to 
revive toeir shattered ‘‘national 
umty” coalition. 

Peres asked Rabbi Ovadia 
Yc»ef, qiiritnal nurntor of the 
Shas religioas faction, to let 
Labour fem a govenunent com- 
mitted to peace talks wito Palesti- 
nians, a cause Yosef has 
espon^. 

Shas’s five votes may be crucial 
to breaking a 60-60 deadlodt in 
tte 120-srat Knesset (parlia- 
ment), where rdi^ous parties 
hold toe balance of power. 

“We had a deep and detailed 
conveisation... we asked for time 
to study things and we win writ 
for hb r^y,” Peres ttM repor- 
ters after they met. 

But the Labour leader's time b 
running out. President Chaim 
Herzog has given Peres until next 
Hmrsdsy to form a government 
and b otherwise 13^y to ask 
Shamir to try. 

Peres waj heartened by the 
surprise return of Rabbi Avra- 
bam Verdiger to toe Labour 
camp Thorny, barely a week 
after be said he would quit parlia- 
ment rather than bade a Labour- 
led govern^nt dqiendent on 
Arab deputies. 

But Verd^er's feUow rebel 
from the ultra-ortbodox Agudat 
Israel pai^, Rabbi EtiezerMizra- 
Id, whose defection robbed Peres 
of a majority last week, met 
Shamir Friday and reaffirmed 

(CoBtiBfd OB page 5) 


to seek Arab siiminit 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) ~ The 
Palatine libation ^ganisa- 
tkm (PLO) Friday called for an 

emergency Arab summit to efis- 
cnss'the in^igratioo of Soviet 
Jews to Israel threats against 
Iraq. 

Azzam A1 Ahnmd, the PLO's 
representative in Bi^jidad, told 
tbe Assodated Press diat toe 
IS-man Executive Comminee 
met in an overni^t session under 
Chainaian Yasser Arafat. 

He said the oommittee agreed 
that an emergency Arab summit 
was necessary at thb stage "to 
confront tiie influx of Soviet 
Jews, kraeH threats against I^ 
and to escalate” the Palestinian 
uprising. 

Western reports have sug- 
gested Iraq was trying to build 
nodear weapons. Ii^ and other 
Arab countries said tbe r^KMts 
were part of a am^ at 

inepaiing tiie international pnbHc 
opinion for an attack against Iraqi 
rites. 

The Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) said Arafat and the nX> 
officiab supported Iraq’s warning 
last week to use chemical 
weapons against Israel in tbe case 
of an Isra^ attadc against Iraqi 
installations. 

INA quoted Arafat as saying 
that fraqi President Saddam Hns- 
sein's warnnig was “an assurance 
of a kn^ewahed Arab deterenoe 
tn tiie face of Israeli anoganoe 
a^ American hegemony.” 

Ahmad said Arafat and tbe 
FLO leaders were to bold a meet- 
ing with Ir^ Fmeign Minister 
T^req Aziz later Fridqr for furth- 
er consultations on current Arab 
issues. 

He said tiie executive commit- 


tee authorised Arafat to contact 
Arab leaders on the need to 
convene the emer^ncy Arab 
summit soon. 

Arafet arrived Thursday from 
Amman, where he discussed with 
His Majesty Kii^ Hussein tbe 
Arab summit issue. He is ex- 
pected to fly to Saudi Arabia 
Saturday ecu' similar talks. 

Ahmad said tbe Palestinian 
leader would ask the Arab coun- 
tries to provide ‘Tull mOitaiy, 
polltica] and economic support 
for the intifedah.” 

He said the PLO would submit 
to tbe Arab League headquarters 
in Hmis an official request for an 
n^ent summit. Arab diplomats 
said tbe PLO would prc^iose 
Baghdad as a venue. 

The FLO executive committee, 
m a statement released in Tonis 
after the meeting in Baghdad, 
said Friday: 

“Holdiiig an Arab summit is an 
argent necessity to bring together 
Arab resources to protect nation- 
al security and prevent toe dan- 
gers whi^ thiraten toe Arab 
Hmndand.” 

“The summit Os needed) to 
confrmiL.. the threats against 
Iraq, face up to tbe danger of 
immigration, provide real bal- 
ing to the intifeda... and affir m 
stpport fbr tbe Palestinian peace 
imtiative,” it added. 

Tbe PLO statement said Iraq’s 
increaring strengto gave tmjxir- 
tant moral support to tbe intifa- 
da. 

The PLO statement said the 
United States should let in more 
of tiie Soviet euugrants and Euro- 
pean countries should make it 
earier for the Jews to settle where 
they wanted. 


Irfan Sultan elected 
president of dentists 

By Mariam M. -S hahm 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A technical detail in voting regulations led to an 
uproar and subsequent repoUing in Friday’s presidential election of 
tte executive committee of toe Jordanian Dentists Association 
(IDA), uiiidi left Irfan Sidtan of toe “less-pcditidsed" of the two 
“inde^ndent” cancUdates, as the victor. 

The 25to election of Jordan’s oldest professional association was 
marked by a recount of toe 368 ballots cast after none of the two 
candidate managed to secure a dear SO per cent of the votes. 

Saltan received 184 votes vtofle his opponent and incumbent 
JDA presuient Rbak Kfaairi received 174. Ten ballots were blank. 

Altoough observers origiiially attributed the blank votes to a 
politically oriented group of dentists, one of those who said he had 
cast a blank vote denied' tbe insinuation and said some people 
simply did not approve of either pieridential candidate. 

The rules of the assodation state that any presidential candidate 
must receive exactly 50 per cent or more of the number of ballots 
cast. That left Sultan one ballot riioit of victory. 

In a immediate repolling, only 238 ballots were cast and Sultan 
came fer ahead of idiairi with 140 votes against 

Full results, determining the remaining seven roei^rs of toe 
executive committee were expected to be announce after 12 
midnight Rrklay. 

The rignificaiice of Saltan’s victory over Khairi was seen as 
molti-frid by long-time assodation obwrveis. Khairi was seen as 
both a profesrioi^ dentist and a politically active dtizen while 
Sultan was considered by all of the people who spoke to the Jordan 
Times, induding bis supporters, as “entirely professional wito no 
pofitical incUnations or links.” . 

His victory over Khairi would indicate toat the JDA, unlike all 
other profe s sional assodations in tbe Kingdom, has not only fafied 
to form election fists and dear political alliances but also voted in a 
non-politidsed figure to lead the assodation. Altoough the 
character of tbe assodation as such wUI not be dear until the rest of 
tbe committee is elel^, the lack of dear factional allegiances 
seemed dear as different politicised groups campaign^ fbr 
di ff er e n t cantodates. 

“like aU otiier professional assodations in Jordan tots uniem has 
political undercorrents but offidaUy only the Islamists and toe 
Mnstim Brotherhood bad openly said where they belong on the 
political barometer,” said one long-time observer. “Ttere are 
more than 15 pan-Arabist and leftist trends in tbe union but their 
adherents are not committed and thus it is almost imposriUe to say 
how th^ would vote,” he added. 


Algerian fundamentalists 
demand parliament dissolution 


Vilnius urges compromise but 
troops storm printing plant 


ALGIERS (R) — Tens of 
thousands of Muslim fuiH 
damentahsts marched peacefully 
on tiie preridential palm Riday 
to Awiand that Presideat Chadli 
Benjedid dissolve parliameDt 
within three months. 

“I greet you, the Algerian peo- 
ple, in this historic gathering, to 
Tenriiid you that yon are-a Muslim 
peoede,” Sahratioo Front 

leader Abbasi Nfodam told 
a massive, sileat rally in ftoot of 
tbe palace gates. 

Tens' of tbonsands of mostly 

bearded young men streamed out 

of mosques after Friday prayers 
and filed up tree-lined central 
houlevaxds in oiderriy groups, 
gni dfd by FES martoals. 

Banners attacked pariiament, 
entirely cco^fosed ^ of dainties 
from the rnli^ National libera- 
tion FrtHit (FLN)i as a den of 
“wolves and thieves.” They cal- 
led on Benjedid to dissolve par^ 
Bament by July. 

Another d ffip«"d read out at 


tiie rally induded of a mnlti-pai^ 
<ymitnna c¥ntr>MiperviseJuiietoC- 
al elections, tbe first free poD in 
Algeria rin ce independence in 
1962. 

The FIS is toe main diaDenger 
to toe FLN in tiie elections, called 
after youth riots in Octob^ 1988 
foic^ in RN to abandon a 
27-year<dd system of one-party 
mle. 

After an FIS del^ation was 
received at the palace the mar* 
cfaers without incident. 

Fears ^ vioknee receded after 
the FLN posqiooed a i^an^ 
cewntm-demmirtration in Algiers 
in re^ionse to appeals from 
senior religious leaders and 
(^ipositioo parties. 

A Tnannnr«"dnni read out to 
tiie crowd by FIS i^cial Ali 
JedtS said in apparuit reference 
to Benjeifid, triw has sought to 
move the country toward a 
Western-style democracy, “the 

^ of a MnsBm peo|^ mart 
abide 1^ Hlam.” 


The National Assembly, 
elected in 1987, is not doe for 
rejection until 1992 and <mly die 
jnesideDt can dissolve it. 

The FIS that an 

election monitoiing committee be 
composed of reineseiitativcs of 
po&tcal parties, the oonstitntional 
pppprii and lo^ administrators. 

The FLN organised mardies at 
toe same time dsewiiere in the 
country to ixotest the political 
expkntetion of mosques and fun- 
damentalists. But todr numbers 
appeared vastly inferior to the 
ftmdamentalirt mardi. 

The Algerian sews agency APS 
said that about 100 FLN suppor- 
ters demoDfitrated in tiie western 
city of Oran, carrying banners 
tiiat inclntM sndi slog^ as “No 
to the use of mosques fbr political 
and electom ends.” 

Other FLN protests took {dace 
in Annaba. Al Tarf, Skikda, 
Sonk-Afaras, Gnelma and Tebes- 
sa, but APS gave no figures. 


VILNIUS, Soviet Umon (Agen- 
ciro) — Former lithttanianPrmi- 
dent Algudas Biazanskas mged 
co uipronu se wito Moscow Fri- 
day, but tensions in tiie rebel 
repuUic flared with a Soviet army 
assault on a printing plant. 

About 50 Soviet paxatioops 
forced their way into a Vflmus 
(Hinting plant about 1 p.m. and 
beat up several workers bat failed 
to evict tiiem. Thousands of 
mlookers jeered and chanted 
“fascists, fascists.” 

Algimantas Cdmolis, a senior 
member of tiie litiniaito Com- 
munist Party which runs the 
(dant, said 12 woAeis were in- 
jnred, three batfiy. member 
of parliament, agmas VaisvQa, 
was among tiie injured. 

The raid came as the Baltic 
reputdictHaced for the full effects 
of an energy tdodcade, im(iosed 
by die Kreuilm in its latest Ud to 
fwce litiwiania to renounce its 
independence drive laimwiiari qq 
M areh 11. 

A senior Litimanian govm- 


ment nmustcr accused tbe Krem- 
lin of starting to bfoek food de- 
liveries to the republic. 

“We have received telegram- 
med documents that confirm that 
not only cdl and gas but also food 
(Hoducts have bMD diverted from 
litiniania,” Deputy Prime Mii^ 
ter Romualdas Ozotas told a 
news conference. 

Ozolas said two ships from 
Cuba carrying raw sugar for 
Lithuania had been toverted 
away from tiie repnblic*s port, 
Kle^ieda. 

He said sufplies of fish frmn 
toe neighbou^g Republic of 
Latvia, intended fer Utouaiiia, 
had bM sent to another destina- 
tion. 

“We camiot ^>eak about seme 
ansunderstanding,” Ozolas said. 
“1 am sure this is a part of a 
complez of m ea s ur es that can be 
called a blodcade. 1 also fear that 
the range of tbeSb measures can 
he eaqwnded.” 

Brazaoskas, also chairman of 
tiie parliament’s emergency ener- 


gy committee, said many Lithua- 
nian factories would have to dose 
not only because of fuel shortages 
but because Soviet feetories also 
have cut supplies of goods and 
raw materials ranging from tyres 
to electric motois, cables and 
packaging. 

This will undoubtedly lead to 
great unemp loyment and some 
factories are considetiiig giving 
workers earty vacations, he said. 

Brazauskas, an economic man- 
ager by training, was head of toe 
r^blic's government until tbe 
pro-seoesskm Sajudis movement 
woo control in February elections 
and declared indepmideDce frtm 
Moscow on March 11. 

Last December be ids 
FepubUcan party from Moscow 
and won approval of many 
XJtbuanian nationalists . 

But deputies toe ai{iTeme 
council, Lithuania’s pariiament, 
accused him Riday of to 
slow die breakaway reimblie's in- 
dependence drive. 
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Lebanese ShiMte leader says 
release of hostage is certain 


BEIRUT (Agend^) — A Slu'lte Muslim leader 
reputed to pull v^ibt with kidnappers holding three 
American professors said Friday the release o£ one 
captive was certain despite U.S: ^‘arrogant, cowboy 
behavioar.” 


Hussein Musam, who heads a 

V pro>Syrian wing within the 
. Iranian-backed HizboUah, or 

Party of God, spoke in a tele- 
phone interview with the Associ- 
ated Press. 

^ **The delay is certain, the com- 
plications are certain, but the 
release is also certain,” be said. 

Mosawi said the delay was 
^ caused ^ Wasfaingtoa's rejection 
of the kidnappers' k^ demand — 
that Assistant Secretary of State 
' tor the Near East John Kelly fly 
to Damascus, Syria, to finalwg 
the release. 

^ . “But Kelly's fsilnie to reqxmd 
’ is not gcnng to cancel the release. . 

V Hie hostage mi^t be released in 
another manner, may^ dia- 
logue. 1 cannot qsecnlate fhrdier. 

' I can’t lie,” Musawi said. 

^ , Asked when he expected the 
release to take place, he said: 
'That depends on how far- 
;i;, aghted the Americans mi^t be- 
^ ; come. So far, flieir b^iavioiir is 
arrogant and one of cowboy men- 
tality.” 

"tfsomeone decides to return a 
*' hostage, the other side is sop- 
posed to take the hostage,” 
.. Mosawi said. 

Musawi heads Islamic Amal, or 
blamic Hope, a faction within 
. Ifidx>llah that advocates strong 
' links with Syria. 

He is belief to be the mentor 
' of die undergrorad Islamic Jihad 
for the Liberation of Palestine. 
The group . holds professors 
Alann Steen, a native of B<»ton, 
triio turns 51 Sunday, Jesse Tur- 
ner, 42, of Boise, Idaho, and 
Robert Polhill, 55, of New York. 

The three were , kidnapped' 
from the campus of the U.S.- 
affiliated Beirut University Col- 
lege on Jan. 24, 1987, by gunmen 
posmg as riot police. 

Isls^c Bhad for the Liberation 
n, of Palestine said Wednesday it 
-* ' would free a hostage in 48 hours. 
But another statement released 
, Thursday sakJ U.S. refusal to 
, » dispatdi Kelly to Syria had “frus- 
trated the release... (and) made 
us pos^ne this operatiOD until 
.. the picture is cleared.” 

Tte kidnappers said Kelly's 
... presence in Damascus was 


needed to “coordinate some final 
steps to guarantee success” of the 
release. 

U.S. President George Bush 
said: **The United States does not 
knodcle under the demands.” 

U.S. ambassador to Syria, Ed- 
ward Djerejian, flew back to 
Damascus Thursday. He and Kel- 
ly had been at a meeting of U.S. 
diplomats in West Germany. 

Bush said the United States has 
“been disappointed before” by 
dashed hopes for the release of 
American hostages and stressed 
that he will not meet the kidnap- 
pers' demands. 

Inforaoed sources in Damascus, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, oonfinned the problem with 
the hostage-release centered on 
whether &lly, the former U.S. 
ambassador to Lebanon, would 
go to Damascus. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk A1 Sharaa said Ins gov- 
ernment has “been exerting a 
great deal of influence'* to secure 
the hostage release by Sunday. 
He wonld not elaborate. 

The kidnappers said they 
hoped in the -meantime that 
Brig.-Gen. Ghazi Kenaan of 
Syria “will head to Burnt to wrap * 
up the issue upon die arrival of 
I^Uy in Damascus.” 

Kenaan is Syria's militaiy in- 
telligence chief in Lebanon, 
where the Syrians have 40,000 
troops deploy^ He has played a 
key role in several hostage re- 
leases in Beirut. 

Des|rite public duiiab, Musawi 
is believed to be at odds witii the 
Iranian-bMked leadership of Ifiz- 
bollah under Sheikh Sobhi 
Tofaili. 

HizboUah is beUeved to be the 
umbreUa for pro-Iranian extrem- . 
ists bolding most of the 18 West- 
ern hostages in Lebanon. These 
include the professors, five other 
Americans, four Britons, two 
West Germans, an Irishman and 
an Italian. 

The longest held Western cap- 
tive is American journalist Terry 
Anderson. 42. He was Iddnai^d 
on March 16, 1985. 

M.T. Mehdi. president of the 
Americaii-Arab Relations Com- 


mittee in New York, said in a 
statement that the United States 
“fumbled” die opportunity to 
h^ rdease a hoft^. 

The kidnai^iers' last statement 
was accompanied by an instant 
photograph of PoUiiU. It was deli- 
vered to the Beirut newqiaper 
An Nahar and to a Western news 
agency. 

The photograph of Polhill 
showed him wearing glasses, 
leaning against a white wall and 
looking into the camera. He wore > 
a dark, V-necked srreatshiit and 
had a triinmed gray beard. 

PoIhiU's Lebanese wife, Feiy^, 
told the Associated Press by tele- 
phone: “I don’t feel comfr^ble 
about it. It seems they're man- 
oeuvring. I tiiink he lo^ fine in 
the picture, better than he looked 
in previous ones.” 

The last picture of Polhill was 
released on March 15. 

The latest statement also repe- 
ated a threat the groi^ made last 
'month to attack carriers used to 
transport Soviet Jews to Israel 
and airports fecilitating their 
emigration. 

“The organisation serves this 
final warning... on all chose p^‘- 
dpating in this matter, eqwdaUy 
those countries offering transit 
fadlities,'' the statement sadd. 

“This is the last warnii^. AU 
civUians should stay away from 
the airports, airlines and jettiners 
that wiU be the targets for tolera- 
tions mounted at times we deem 
adequate.” 

lie threat was first issued on 
March 15 in a statement. 

Sharaa has expressed confi- 
dence that the kidn^ipers wiU 
release an American ht^ge by 
Saturday or Sunday, the New 
York Times reported Friday. 

“We have been exerting a great 
deal of effort with the Irmians to 
secure the release of the Amer- 
ican hostages by Saturday or Sun- 
day,” the newspaper quoted the 
mimster as sayii^. 

The paper repotted from 
Damasens teat tiie Syrian offidal 
made his pretfiction after meeting 
the U.S. ambassador to Syria, 
Edward Djerejian. 

It said E^erejian declined to 
comment on the meeting, or on a 
Palestinian official's assertions 
that U.S. officials met in Damas- 
cus earlier tins month with the 
brother of Iranian Presideat All 
Akbar Hasbemi Ra&anjam and 
agreed on tiie release of the 
hostages. 


MeanwUIe a U.S. hostagb- 
debrieiSng team arrived at the 
U.S. Aft Force's Rhein Main 
base in West Germany Tlniisday 
night, hc^MDg Lebanese kidn^ 
pers will soon free a U.S. cqitive. 

“There will be no press cover- 
age upon arrival Rqxirters will 
not be let in,” said a -U.S. diplo- 
mat on condition of anonym^. 

The 13- member team, consist- 
ing of medical and debriefing 
pmsonnel, will fikely be taken to 
the U.S. military hoqrital in 
^esbaden, he said. 

Earlier in the day, U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker 
announced the team was en route 
to West Germany after hearing 
“statements of imminent release” 
of a U.S. hostage in Lebanon. 

In years past, other U.S. hos- 
tages have been bron^t to the 
Wiesbaden hospital fbr debrief- 
ing and medical exandnatimis be- 
fore flying bade to the United 
States. 

Relatives saddened afto* 
postponement 

Relatives of Americans hdd 
hostage in Lebanon reacted with 
weary sadness to the news Thurs- 
day that the release of one of the 
captives had been indefinitely 
postponed. 

‘Tve bad my hopes shattered 
so many times in the past diree 
and a half yearn that I cannot say 
that it was unexpected,” Polhill’s 
mother, Roth Ptrfhill of FidikOl, 
New York, said in a telephcme 
interriew. 

.“Nothing has come on the' 
dates they say it would be com- 
ing,” die sai^ 

The group bolds Polhill, Jesse 
Turner, and Alann Steen, but 
didn't say wlilcfa one it had plao- 
ned to release. 

“R^ardkss of idiidi of flie 
men is gmng to be released, I vriD 
be banVt” Nn. Polhill sakL 
“But it Imks like a long haul.” 

“We’-re very sad,” Steen’s 
mother-in-law, Doiotiiy Rose of 
Qarit Lake, Michigan, said in an 
interview with Detroit television 
station WDIV-TV. “You have 
your hopes up any tune some- 
thing Uke this happens.” 

“It ^ves me a very bad let- 
down,” Tomer's modiCT, Estelle 
Ronneburg, said in a telephane 
interview in Boise, Idaho. “I may 
not go as high and as low as I used 
to, but it’s still hard. ...This 
seemed to' be the time be was 
going to be released.** 


- Policeman killed in attack 
• on Coptic church in Egypt 


- 1 • CAIRO (AP) — Attackers, threw 

- *explorive devices at a Coptic 

Orthodox Churdi in a southern 
village. Idlliiig a police sergeant 
guarding the drarch, a senior 
- security officer said Friday. 

It was the first fatality in weeks 
of shninering violence involving 
’ attacks on churches and 

> Christian-owned property In 
southern Egypt. 

Br^adier Ahmad Galal said 
_ die idmtities and motives of die 
assailants were unknown. More 
than 200 alleged Muslim extrem- 
ists were arrested after the pre- 
» vions incadents to the area. 

Galal, speakmg by telephone 
from security he^qiiarters in the 
provindal capital Fayoum. 96 
kflometres southwest of Cairo, 
said the latest attack occurred 
; early Thursday nigfrt in a vfllage 
^ west of Fayoum called Sanhonr. 
He said the church was not dam- 
aged. 

The Cairo newspaper A1 
Akhbar said it happen^ at Iftar, 

. at dusk uhen Muslims tradi- 
tionally l»eak dieir daylong fasts 
during the holy month of Rama- 

- dan, wliicfa ends next week. 

Fayoum has been a centre of 
violeikce by fundamentalist Mus- 
liin militants fbr years. It is the 
hometown of Sheikh Omar 


Abdul Rahman, a blind preacher 
uid|jely acknowledged as leader of 
A1 Gamaa A1 Islamiya, the Mus- 
lim gi^p. The loosely organised 
association demands immediate 
implemenation of Sharia, tiie 
1,400-yeaT-old Islamic religioas 
and ethical code. 

Galal said an undetennined 
number of attackers buried ex- 
(riosive devices at the churdi entr- 
ance where policemen stood 
guard. “A police sergeant died, 
but there was no damage to the 
diurch,” be said. 

He said because police had no 
dues to the assailants’ identities, 
it was not possible to say whether 
they were Muslim extremists. 

Galal also could not confirm 
newspaper reports that the 
assaflants fired several shots at 
the police guards. 

The government has assigned 
guards to Egypt's approximately 
1,500 churches since an upsurge 
of Islamic militaii^ in the late 
1970s that culminate in the 1981 
assassination of President Anwar 
Sadat by Muslim extremists. 

Of Eg^’s 55 million -people, 5 
million to 6 million are Christ- 
ians, almost all Orthodox Copts. 
The Evangelist St. Mark founded 
die Coptic Church in A.D. 40. 


U.S. dismisses claims that 
Stark attack was deliberate 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States has dismissed as 
groundless a rep^ that President 
Saddam Hussein ordered the 
1987 missil e attadc by an Iraqi 
pilot that killed 37 U.S. sailors on 
the USS Stark. 

“We've seen tlus report and it 
is without foundation,” State De- 
partment ^wkeswoman Margaret 
TutwQer said at the daily news* 
briefing. 

Syndicated columnists Jack 
Anderson and Dale Van Ana, 
citing CIA documents, Iraqi 
sources and Arab leaders dose to 
Hussein, ciaimed in a report 
Thursday the strike was not an 
accident but ordered by Hussein. 

“The CIA has coDected evi- 
dence diat Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein may have paid a 
$35,000 reward and allotrod the 
use of a late model Mercedes 
Benz to the Iraqi pilot re^ionsi- 
ble for the ‘accidental* missfle 
attack in 1987 on the 'USS Stark.” 
the report said. 

The Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy (QA), dtmg its official policy 
of not commentnig on su^ re- 
ports, rderred r^iorters to the 
State Department statement. 

The United States protested 
against the May 17, 19^, attadi 
but accepted Iraq’s apologies and 


its claim diat the strike was in- 
advertent. The Stark, a graded 
missile frigate, was protecting 
shipping UmiBS> in the Gulf at die 
hei^t of the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq 
war. 

The Andeison-Van Atta col- 
niPB described the Iraqi leader as 
frnions at die time over official 
U.S. neutrality in the Irazi-Iiaq 
war and incmised over White 
House admisaons in November 
1986 diat die United States had 
sold anti-tank and and-aircraft 
weapons to Iran. 

“Hussein ordered the deliber- 
ate attack oa a U.S. ship, triuefa 
bad to appear accidental, accord- 
ing to our sources. To be certain 
of success two planes were sent,” 
die rqxirt said. 

The report was the latest in a 
recent series from official and 
unofficial Western sources that 
have tarred Hussein and Iraq. 
Last mondi, Britain and the Un- 
ited States accused Iraq of tr^ng 
to smugEig U.S.-made devices to 
trigger oodear bombs. 

Last week. British customs 
officials stopped the expott to 
Iraq of steel jnpes wliidi some 
mflitaxy experts said could be 
used to bi^ a giant artiUery 
piece. 


‘Prisoners 
held 5 years 
without 
trial in 
Khiam’ 

LONDON (AP) — Some in- 
mates at mi Israeli pison in 
southern Lebanon have been 
held there for up to five years 
without trial, accoiffiiig to a re- 
port Friday in the Indqieiident. 

Uw London newspt^ said 
some bad been detained for 
' months in darkness 
solidarity confinement at die pris- 
on on a hilltop above the Christ- 
ian vill^ of Khiam in brael’s 
occupation zone. 

It quoted uunamed ex- 
prisoners* as saying snqiected 
guerrillas held there bad been 
tortured by ba>^ electric wires 
attached to their bodies and that 
some bad received savage beat- 
ings. 

The story from Khiam by re- 
porter Robert Fisk named one 
inesent inmate as Selma Salam, 
23, an interiueter for the United 
Nation's Norwe^n battelxm in 
southern Lebanon. 

It said three ganmen in plain 
dotbes took her away in a car 
from her home at the Slu’ite 
Muslim vilk^ of Blat last July 
11 . 

It said her widowed mother 
had not been allowed to visit her 
and that her U.N. emplpyers bad 
sought in vain for infemnation 
about her from the Israelis and 
from Israel's proxy South Leba- 
non Army (SLA) nriKtia. 

Hsk said neidiCT the Interna- 
tional Red Cross, nw Amnesty 
International nor any otiier 
homaiiitarian organisation had 
been allowed to visit the prison, 
wliicfa be said was guarded by die 
SLA. 

“Israel has refrised die Red 
Cross permission to viat die jail 
on the grounds that it is control- 
led by die SLA — but since the 
feraelb themselves control the 
SLA, Red Cross offic^ haw 
privatety told the fridqicndeiit 
that they bdieve IffaeTs exaac is 
nnacci^rtaUe,** Fisk re p o r ted. 

He added: “In Khiam, I saw 
IsraeU military vdiicks driving 
past die prison. Undor interna- 
tional law, an oocopyii^ army is 
responsible for activities carried 
out m its area of control. Former 
prisoners... claim that while 
blmclfirided and under interroga- 
tion they have beard braelis 
speaking in Hebrew.** 

He said kkfaiappeis of Western 
hostages in Lebanon had rq>e- 
atedly demanded the release of 
Khiam prisoners. 

He said an estimated 325 men 
and women were held in the 
prison. He said some were there 
because they were suspected of 
anti-Israeli guerrilla activities, 
others because their &miK« sym- 
pathised widi the Lebanese resist- 
anoe MovemeuL 

Hsk said the feraelis had sus- 
pended aO family inats to the 
prison shice the spring of last 
year. 

He added: “Nehber the Israelis 
nor the SLA provide lists of 
inmates, nor will they allow the 
Red Cross to compile such a list. 
ButthelodqieadenthBS acquitted 
die names of 58 prisoners, aO ci 
whom come from just seven small 
vfll^es in the far soudieast of 
Lebanon. Two men — one 25, 
the other 30 — have been in- 
carcerated in Khiam for five 
years. 

“United Nations records show 
that tfa^ were origiiially escorted 
time not only by SLA men but 
by plain clodiitf IsraeG Shin B^ 
agents. A 20-year-old has been 
h^ rince January 1987, and 20 
others siooe 1988... 

‘The SLA admitted that two 
prisoners were kflled last year 
*wliiie trying to escape.* United 
Nations otSaas have been told 
they were aqibyxiated with tear 
gas during a riot** 


House Republicans slam Dole for 
criticising Jerusalem resolution 


WASHINGTON (R) — Four 
lO^Mcu leadms in dw U.S. 
Hoose of Representatives have 
critidred Senate RqniUican duef 
Robert Dde for saying die Sen- 
ate erred in adopting a resolution 
stating that JeiKalem should le- 
main Israel's capital. 

fit a Senate sp ee c h . Dole said 
again the resolution was a mis- 
tSte and duded die Senate for- 
jimqring into a sensitive ritnatkm 
“wifooot kwkii^, ot even dunk- 
h^ filSL” « 

A poMic exdiange of letters of 
bttw^ Dole and the House 
RepidrficMS led by party vdiip 
Newt Gingridi nuuk^ a riiarp 
break widi a tradition diat says 
fellow RepubUcans do not atta^ 
one anoffier. 

The House* is to act on the 
resolution Tuesday. As adop^ 
by the on March 22 with-, 

out debate or recorded vote, it 
diat Congress “acknow- 
ledges that Jerusalem is and 
should remain the capital of the 
state of laaeL” 

In a letter to Dole, Gingticfa 
and tfaree.odier RqraUican lead- 
ers referred to reports that Dole 
had pobfidy expressed s up port 
for repealing the resolutkm and 
added: “We are surprised that 
you would so quidcly distance 
yourself feom an action of the 
Senate which bad 86 co-sponsors. 


an action yon yourself sup- 
ported.” 

The letter also duded Dole for 
a statement attribnted to him on 
A[^ 13 die Jerusalem Post 
jnsdtying a cot in aid to Israel on 
grounds that the threat to the 
Jewish state was “probably les- 
sening.” 

Dde has previously called for 
cuts in aid to Israel and other 
lemKng aid rcdpieots and transfer 
of the money to emerging demo- 
cracies and others. 

Finally, the letter expressed 
concern over the “personal na- 
ture” of reported rmnarks in the 
newqi^ier. 

“You are quoted as saying, 
‘they (the American Jewish lead- 
ers) wouldn’t give one peony to 
anyone else... it's not sensitivity, 
it's selfidmess,'” die letter said. 

“Sodi pmso^ attacks send a 
negative message that does dam- 
age to our party,” it said. 
“Aldioii^ we have dis^ree- 
ments about our budget priori- ' 
ties, we should (efisagree) widiout 
Impugning the motives of 
odteis.” 

- In bis r^ily Dole denied be had 
supported repeal of die Jeru- 
saim resotution. 

He said the Jerusalem Post had 
used out-of-context qn<^ beiiig 
“peddled” by a tele^on inter- 
viewer who had walked out with 


process the rcsolutic' 


on a 


die only tape and transcript. H* 
said his remarks referred to 
pro-lsrad lobby in the Unite** 
States. 

In his speech, Dole said tfr, 
iCTuswlem resolution had “sail*^ 
thmngh (the Senate) in about ^ 
seconds” bnt had been broug^ 
np repeatedly during talks that ^ 
and other members of a Sena^ 
delegation had daring a reoe^ 
hfiddle East trip. w 

He said that if Arab leadca 
were looking for an excuse d 
averid die broader issue of 
peace 

“gave it to them 
platter.” ^ 

Dole also again th^ 

Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kolkp 
had told the group die resolutic 
had been ill-tiin^ caiang coii^ 
troversy that would help extrei^, 
ists on bodi sides. _ >r 

Dole the administratic 
shared with him part of die n 
lynmoh iKty far aHowing adoptio 
of die re^ntion. 

When he had chetd:ed with th 
administration, he said, he wr 
told: “We don’t like it, but we’i 
not grang to duow ooxselves o 
any swo^ over this issue.” 
The lon^tandir^ U.S. positio: 
on Jerusalem is that its fins 
status has yet to be decided in - 
peace setdemeot. 


Settlement of more Soviet Jews in ; 
West Bank is unwise — Mitterrand; 


KEY LARGO, Florida (Agen- 
cies) — French Pread^ Fran- 
cois KDtterrand has opposed 
fuidier setdemrat (rf Sovi^ Jews 
on the Israeli-oocnpied West 
Bank, saying it was bound to 
increase tension. 

“It creates a state oi intecority 
and concern which cannot contri- 
bute to lecondliatkm” b e tw ee n 
Israelis and Arabs, he told a joiiit 
news o d nfe rence in Florida' widi 
nerideot George Bosh. 

Further setdnnent would not 
be wise, he said. 

But he said any constramts on 
the i^bt of Soviet Jews to leave 
didr homeland was unaccept- 
able. 

“No condition can be inqiosed 
on the fundamental right of 
Soviet Jews to go. vrii^ they 
widi,** hfitteriand said after four 
hours of talks vridi Bush. 

Soviet President Nfikhail Gor- 
bachev has ended decades-old 
restiictitMis on Jews wanting to 
emigrate bnt the Arab World 
ferns that tte Middle East ba- 
lance of power could be transr . 
formed as a result. 

PalestiDe Liberation Organisa- 
tion (NX)) leader Yasser Arafat 
m»Se the porat stroi^ in Paris 
this month when be met hfitter- 
rand and former U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter, who has begun his 
own Nfiddle East peace initiative. 

The PLO daiins three million 
Soviet Jews could settle in Israd 
over the next 10 yean. 

Arab nations are bitterly 
opposed to the. newcomers set- 
ffing in die West Bank, occupied 


by Israel since 1967, sa^ng their 
pres e n ce could sabota^ peace 
efforts. 

By baddng diat aignmeot Mit- 
tenand b tikely to incur the 
diqtieasare of many of Fkance's 
700,000 Jews, who form the 
largest . Jewish community in 
Emope outside the Soviet Umoo. 

Frooefa Jews were furious when 
I^tterrand received Arafat offi- 
cbOy fin- the first time last year* 

But the Frendi government 
coodders Arafat a vital partner in 
any lasting peace settfoment fol- 
lowing ' the PLO’s dedrion in 
Algiers in 19^ to renounce ter- 
rorism and recognise Israd’s right 
to exist. 

“Since its Alters conference 
die FLO has tackled the new 
■{aospects (fra* peace) in a dear- 
sighted way,”' MhteiT^d said. 

Mitterrand defended his coun- 
try’s dqilooiatic ties to Libya and 
li^, saying both countries have 
denied responsibility for bostage- 

taking_ 

hfitterrand said France main- 
tains rdations with many regimes 
“we do not Kfce.” 

The Frendi president said “it's 
veiy difficult to draw the line” in 
deoding when a country deserves 
to be ostracised. 

Both Iran and Libya “have 
always said diat they were not at 
the origin of the boriage-takiiig,” 
said Mitterrand. 

The United States has cut rela- 
•tions with the two countries 
accusing bodi of “qxmstmng in- 
ternational terrorism” incfai&ig, 
in ban's case “influence over the 


terrorists holding American bos-t 
tages in Lebanon.” t 

“As yon know, we have a; 
£&rent rituation in terms of, 
relations with Iran and Libya,”; 
said Bnsh. 

But on a day when die Islamic' 
Jihad said in Brinit it was reneg- 
ing on its offer to releate an 
American host^. Bush said,' 
“Let me just take dus opportuiu/ 
ity to repeat what I said when f, 
f^ became presideiit: Goodtrill ' 
begets goodwill. And 1 fink that 
to the release of American hos- ^ 


“We can’t have nonnal rela- 
tions when bost^es are held,” be ' 
said, addiT^E that in lira’s casc; 
“a verifiable rmimiciation of ter-', 
ror b tenftty inqiortant... if we 
■ are to have better relations- 
tbere.” 

the lawyerly Nfitterrand said,' 

. “It’s always a very difficult ques^.: 
tion.” =• 

He dted France’s dedrion tc" 
marnt^fn ties With Chflc dnriti^ 
“the bloody dictatorship” of An-? 
.gusto Finoefaet, winch receotl}' 
ended. He~ said the Frenctie 
embasty became “a usdul poinik 
of transif ' for those woikiiig ii^ 
the Chilean resirtance. 

“I d»inlc it's probatdy a gooi' 
idea to try to use those relation, 
(with ban and Libya)... to try t^ 
help to get the release of diw 
faoaages," said MitteiTand. ' 
The Fraid presideot drew ctf 
ticbm at home last week when h 
praised Ubya. for its role in secnr 
ing the rdease of a Frenc! 
woman. 


Rafsanjani: Israel biggest threat to Islam 


TEHRAN (R) ^ Hundreds of 
thousands of Iranians conv er ged 
on Tehran University Friday 
shoutii^ “death to Isr^, deatii- 
to Amaica.” 

President Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafun jam told diem that fighting 
Israel was a Muslim's inkiest 
duty. 

The rally, combined with Fri- 
day prayers, marked “Qods 
(Jerutedem) Day,” the last Friday 
of die Muslim fasting month erf 
Ramadan, vriiicfa ban’s late so|>- 
reme leader. Ayatollah Rnhcdlah 
Khomeini, dedirated to the sup- 
port of the Palestinian cause. 

The crowd included women 
dad in Made diadois and diil- 
dren. The annual tumout b wide- 
ly semi as a barometer of the 


public support Iran’s derical 
leaders can muster. 

Rafsanjani criticised Arab 
countries which he said under- 
stood the danger from Israel but 
did oodiing about h. 

“Thoe b no bigger dneat to 
the Islamic World today than 
Israel. There b no higher doty 
than die duty to fi^ against 
brael,” he said. 

“In the Islamic World there are 
many leadm who undmstand 
dus reality but do nothing,” Raf- 
sanjam said, accusing Egypt of 
bei^ invdv^ in dm immipadoD 
of ^vi^ Jews to Israel. 

He reiterated ban’s condemna- 
tion of die immigratim vrindi has 
led to Arab protests that the new 
anivab mi^t replace Palesd- 


nians on the Israeli-occopie 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Rafianjani, an advocate of ur 
prov^ ban’s relations with di 
OD&ide worid, urged the West tJ 
adopt a more babneed poli^. 

. “In order to resolve the MiddT" 
East conflict the West has to stoj^ 
su pp ort in g Israel and pay moif 
attention to Muslim public opic 
km,” be said. 

He did not mention the prom 
bed release of a U.S. captive by : 
pro-banian group in LebancK 
which has raised hopes of an en* 
to die hostage issue had a break 
duough in ban’s telatioiis vritS 
the United States. 

Rafsanjani said last month di» 
be wanted all foreign hostages it 
Lebanon to be freed. 
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^ Home W ews 

Jordan gears up to celebrate Earth Day 

King urges Jordanians 
to protect environment 
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By a Jwdan Hales 
Staff Writer 

-AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hnsseio Friday said die protec- 
tioD of the frfiuiet Eaidi was die 
odlective responsibUity of the 
^diole hnman race, and not the 
sole responsibUity of an indi- 
vidoal or an individiial coantry. 

In an exdu^ ardde to Reem 
inagaaiie, whidi is isswed by the 
Royal SodeQr for the Oxiserva- 
doo of Nature (RSCN), King 
Hussein called for addres^ng die 
problem of protecting Eartb- 
widun a ^obai perspective, and 
stressed the need for drawing np 
a world programme for the pro- 
tection of environment and 
Eutb. 

The King's article was pub- 
tisbed on the occasion of Earth 
Day, whkb wfll be marked Snn- 
day. Id. the article, the King said 
the “worst aggresaon on enviion- 
tatat is the inemeditated ignor- 
ance of the population and imba- 
lances in resources with the starv- 
ing and deprived oonstitutiiig the 
rule while the fortunate and weQ- 
m-do are the exception." 

The King called for reaching a 
balance between the Earth mid 
our life on it, because "the 
ence of such balance means our 
^ as a bnman femUy and des- 
truction for OUT world or our 
great house.” . "The water we 
drink, die air we breathe, the 
trees to idiidi we resort when we 
want shade and the soil we plant 
are aD a divine trust, which we 
sh^ take very good care offer 
ensming die future for ont- 
selves- and the future genera- 
tions," the King said. 

However, -he said, "in our 
search to secure a quiet, and 
peaceM life, we ignored the need 
ID mainrain the equilibrium and 
did not think of the barmfnl 
fleets of our quest for that kind 
of life. 

He went on saying "die de- 
gradation of environment has 
more devastating effiec]^, than 
wars or diseases, and con- 
tinues every thing around us wUI 
be polluted." 

lung Hosseii] called for (hrect- 
ing spedal attention to die pro- 
tection of the environment and 
called on the government and all 
citizens, institutions and societies 
to deal with die Earth issue as a 
pncaiiy. 

He called on the government to 
enact legislation on protection of 
die environment as a national 
responsibility. 

The King also stressed the need 
for drawing np a national com- 
prehensive programme to protect 
the environment. 


Natkmal 

Jord^ is gearing up for a series 
of actmties to begin in observa- 
tion of Earth Day, a day dvagned 
to lay empba» on die need for 
the protection of the environ- 
ment. 

In iH'qiaraxkm for die event a 
special committee, working 
under the anspioes of the Rc^al 
Sodety for the Conservation of 
Nahne (RSQ^, has been bnaly 
making last minute amogements 
for the paitidpatioD ctf various 
public a^ private organisations 
and students in the set of prog- 
rammes for the occasion. 

The committee membm, led 
bjr RSCN President Anis 
hAiasher, presented Her Majesty 
Queen Noor A1 Hnssmn wM a 
briefing on these prqarations at 
a meeting held Thursday. 

"Under directives frra IBs 
Majesty Bug Hussein, Jordan 
will observe a Jordanian environ- 
ment year bepaning Aprfl 22 
daring wliicfa vaiions activities 
wfll be directed towa rds the pro- 
tection of the env ir o nm ent," the 
Queen announced at the meet- 
ing. 

The Qneen said a qiedal Rttyal ' 
award would be presented to any 
dtizen or institution in Jordan 
^lidi would offer (fistingmshed 
sendees desigi^ to saf^raid the 
environment in die Kn^dorn. 

The Queen mnpbasised the 
need for all organisations repre- 
sented on the RSCN committee 
to join hands and exdiange con- 
sultations and expertise in the 
process of maintahung coord in a- 
tion and cooperation for the sake 
of protecting eonronment and 
natural wealth in the country. 

The Queen heard each com- 
mittee member present an ondme 
of his or her departments pr^ia- 
rations for the Earth Day celel^ 
tions «4ncfa would be held in 
Jordan along with 100 other 
countries around the world. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said the Mhustry of Education 
had enlisted nearly 10,000 stu- 
dents to take part in a anupre- 
hensive dehn-op campaign along 
the main fad^iw^ in die country. 

"The campai gn will be OOU- 
ducted along die Jweideh-Azraq, 
Zaiqa-Mafraq, Amman- Aqaba 
hi^iways where students wfll coir 
le^ old moten tyres, waste plastic 
prochicts, and rubbish," Petra 
said. 

It said qiecial songs had beeo 
composed and posters had been 
distributed to students underlin- 
ing die importance of preserving 
the environment and fighting 
poDntion by all possible means. 

Stadent involvemeat 

All universities and oommunity 


collies have been issued instruc- 
tions to involve their students in 
activities, to show documentaries 
and bold lectures and seminars 
anphassing the need for protect- 
ing the env if onmenL The stu- 
dents mil also have to cany out 

rfftawing campaigns arODOd die 

educational iiretrtntions and to 
{riant trees. 

Hie Ministry of Water and 
IriigatiMi said in a statement it 
wo^ intensify hs efforts to pro- 
tect water resources and prevent 
industrial pollutants from 
reaching underground water. 

The ministry said it would 
launch a comprebenave cam- 
paign, starting Smiday, to dean 
areas around the water springs 
and artesian wells and will distri- 
bute posters to spread awareness 
of {Motecting water supplies. 

The ministry said it would set 
np s m all wastewater treatment 
plants to protect pcrihition of wa- 
ter in dam and wadis. 

The Jordanian Armed Forces 
annonneed that army vehicles 
would be provided to transport 
students or to carry garbage to 
p la c es assigned for refuse dispos- 
al. 

A series of postage stamps will 
be issued to commemorate Earth 
Day, and several government de- 
partments, in cooperation with 
the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) help in the campaign 
through spedal progr^mes. 
testing samjries of materials and' 
water and publishing their fimi . 
ings. 

Even the exhausts of vehicles 
wfll be under watch during the 
cainpaign by tiie {X>Uce patrols 
which will cars wnitting ex- 
cessive fumes. 

The RSS, whidi has prepared 
special postm and leaflets about 
air pollution within the ca|rital, 
said Its teams will make toms of 
efifferent areas to collect samples 
of air for testing and monitor the 
atmosphere. 

The RSCN will distribute spe- 
cial T-shirts with logos for the 
protection of the environment 
and win issue a special edition of 
Reem • magarine with articles 
featmmg ways of providing pro- ' 
tection to land, sea and air, and 
anderinmig tiie need for planting 
trees and greening the country. 

On the Eartii committee 
are members that represent the 
RSCN, the ministries of interior, 
water and irrigation, education, 
higher education, transport, agri- 
cutture and the RSS, the post 
offices and Postal Savings Coop- 
eration, the Armed Forces, the 
Public Security D^iartment, the 
'Radio and Television Corpora- 
tioo, and the Department of En- 
vironment at the hfinistry of 
Mniridpal and Rural Affairs. 


Door open for increased coordination 


(CaatiBued from page 1) 

agreement on Jordanian- 
Palestinian confederation 
pointing out tiiat it was prema- 
ture to discuss the issue. 

Jordan's position, repeatedly 
imderiined by the King and 
seuor officials, is that any 
moves towards confederation 
should come only after the 
oocopied Palestinian territories 
have been liberated. Foreign 
Miitister Qasem reiterated the 
same poritiem in a Jordan Tele- 
vision jKOgranune Wednesday 
_ evening. 

Hie Jordanian official also 
.• a suggestion tiiat the 

. QjO imparted in im{9ressk>n of 
. l^ng anxious to arrive at some 
ot an agreement on oon- 
7 while Jordan was not 

to entiiuriastic about the idea. 
-‘T wfll not characterise it that 
. «iy at ail," be said. "We gM 
the impression that there is 
more pcriitica] will to increase 
' coordinatitm and cooperation." 
-- The cffidal attributed the 
dwi:ition to revitalxse tiie politic- 

oniwmi tteg to several fectors, 
mriiiding the impasse in tiie 
Middle East peace prorass and 
fte expected massive inflnx of 
Jevririi immig ra nts to Israel and 
tiie possibility that the bulk of 
tiiem could be settled in the 
occupied territories at tbe ex-* 
pense of Palestiaian. 


The feeling Is that tiiere was a 
"need for a conscriidation of 
Jordanian-Palestiman coopera- 
tion towards a more solid Arab 
front” to oomfront these issues, 
the official said. 

According to tbe official, 
convening an emergency Arab 
summit was one of tiie issues 
discussed between the King and 
Arafet. "The PLO said it 
would pnrsne efforts to con- 
vene an urgent Arab summit 
ynri Jordan reidlniied its belief 
in tiie necesrity of such a meet- 
ing,” he said. The main tofrics 
for cfiscussion at tbe proposed 
summit are expected to be Jew^ 
ish immigration to Israel and 
Israel's efforts consolidate its 
grqi on Arab Jerusalem. 

Asked whether Arafat’s call 
that WagbriaH be the venue for 
an urgent Arab summit prior to 
the May 3(KJune 3 meeting of 
tiie superpowers had any sig- 
in terms of ^> 1180 - 
jfaqi reconciliation, tiie official 
sakL “A real new atmosphere is 
beiog created" for settUng die 
differences between Damascus 
and Bag^idad. The proposed 
**sinnmit will be tire aetud 
foim" for concrete actioi in tins 
reoid, be said. “K {Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad) goes 
to paghriad to aXtatd tiie sum* 
mit, then it wfll mean that the 
{H^riem is solved," he added 
withont elaboratiwi. At the- 


same time, tiie official also de- 
scribed Ara&t’s suggotion of 
RaghHarf as the Summit venue 
"as more of a sign of solidarity 
with Iraq” at a time when 
Baghdad is seen as the taiget 
a Westem-American media 

campaign a garng t ifs militat y 

stxeogtii and drive to bufld its 
defeuhre abilities. 

Tbe official said Egypt and 
the PLO had resolved timr 
differences, which erupted after 
m f^a attarW jn the Egyptian 
p re s s against what was de- 
scribed as "slow response” in 
condemning an attad on an 
laradi bus in Egypt in January. 
At least two state-guided Egyp- 
tian papers had charged that 
the PLO was not extending 
eoou^ cooperation to Egypt to 
apprehend the assailants. 
Anot^ Cairo daily so gges ^ 
that tbe PLO was harbouring 
tiie attackers. 

bi r^fy to a question on an 
ll-point ust of demands raised 
by tiie Muslim Brotherimod, 
^ largest oigunsed groiqi in 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment, the Jordaman r^ficial 
said Thunday he would not 
read modi into the issue except 
that “it is only natural in tbs 
democratic process that various 
groiqs issue demands and to 
send memos and raise them in 
Parliament tfaroo^ constitu- 
tional means." 


Settlers allowed to stay 


(Cutiinsed from page D 
Gved in tbe complex for more 

titan 40 years, $3.5 million for the 

Ber ri^ns. Matossian left tor 
' .Geneva before tire scttieis moved 
: m. 

• But attorney Yohanan 
^ Aitbauer, who represents the 

• diurcb, said tiiat Matossun bad 
no riglit to snUet the bnSding. % 

• said die e fau refa has been trying 
i 1982 to evid Matosaan and 

tiiat tbe ease was praefing. A 


decirion is not expected for 
another six months, Aitbauer 
said. 

Tbe supreme court will not 
make a idiDg on the tenancy 
iUepntii, but only on whether the 
can remain while the low- 
er court sorts out the tenancy 
ridiis. 

Aitbauer said that the supreme 

court judges FWday h^ offered a 

compromise under which tbe set- 
tiers would leave and only a few 
SBC representatives would re- 


main nntfl tiie tmiancy dispate is 
■decided. 

"Both sides rejected the com- 
promise," Altinner said. 

In anotiier tvrist in tbe case, the 
suprome court Friday accepted 
Matosaan's brother, Mexiban, 
and neiAew, Sirah, as parties to 
the case. 

Mg fihan and Snh askcd that 
the settier be evicted, claiming 
the fennfy dkfai't seO the iisea* 
rights to SBC at all, but to a 
Lebanese Christian. 



RSCN menriienbrfer Her Majesty Queen Noor ou preparations for Earth Day celebrations (Petra 
photo) 


Arar reports APU 
support for Iraq 


AMMAN (Petra) — ^lei^r of 
the Lower House of I^liament 
Suleiman Arar and the par- 
liamentary delegation accom- 
panying hhn retimied borne Fri- 
day fr^ Baghdad, where they 
took part in an extraoid i nary 
session of the inter-Arab> Par- 
liamentary Union, which con- 
cluded Thursday. 

In an arrival statement, Arar 
said tiiat the meeting focu^ on 
the hostile campaign against Iraq, 
which seeks to develop its d^ 
fence capability and weaponry. 

“The recent hostile atta^ 
against Iraq took varions forms, 
among which claims that Iraq had 
bought nuclear anns from the 
Uni^ States markets, or had 
imported barrels to be used for 
cannons," Arar said. 

He pointed out that such 
attacks were not only directed 
against Iraq, but against the 
whole Arab Nation. 

Arar denounced tbe anti-Iraq 
campaign, spring "its genuine 
objective was to throw dust into 
the eyes, pave the way for a new 
Israeli aggression *on Iraq and 
prevent it from building its pow- 
er. 

Arar expressed surprise at the 
attacks and tbe justifications 
given for tiiem. He called on the 
states whidi laimdied tbe hostile 
campaign against Iraq to con- 
demn Israel which has now been 
in possession of nndear reactors 
for more titan 10 years. 

He labelled the campaign irra- 
tional and said it was very hard to 
believe that sudi parts, needed 
for academic researth at nntvetsi- 
ties, would be used for develop- 
ing nuclear weaptms, as th^ 
were sold anywhere in the United 
States. 

"The campaign by the United 
States, Britain and Israel agunst 


Iraq reflects the Zionist influence 
on tbe Western countries, parti- 
cularly tbe United States," said 
Arar. 

He oonduded saying the inter- 
Arab stand was unanimous on the 
need to support Iraq and to de- 
nonnee the new conspiracy 
against it. 

Tbe Jordanian delegation to 
the meetings induded the de- 
puties Nayef Abo Tkyeh, Abdul- 
lah Ziireiqat and tbe senate mem- 
ber Said A1 Tal. 

At the condusion of their 
meetings in Baghdad, the Arab 
parliamentarians taking part in 
the session issued a communique, 
voicing their full supfiort of Iraq 
and denouncing the Euro- 
pariiament decision recognising 
Jernsalem as the capital of Isx^. 

The communique called on all 
Arabs to support Iraq to help it 
counter the hostile campai gn and 
appealed to the international 
commumty to understand the Ira- 
qi position. 

It stressed the need for exercis- 
ing pressure on Israel to sign the 
treaty of non-proliferation of nuc- 
lear arms and to allow tbe Inter- 
national Atomic Energy Agency 
to inspect tbe Israeli installations. 

The communique called on 
both the Arab and Euro- 
paitUuneDtarians to forge closer 
cooperation and exchange views 
on issues of mterest. 

The communique denounced 
the U.S. Congress decision on 
Jerusalem, the Jewish settlmnent 
policy, and tbe frenzied campaign 
against Lfltya. 

At tbe e^ of their meetings, 
tbe paitidpants sent a cable to 
Iraqi President Saddam Hnssein, 
in which they voiced ^ipredation 
to him ftir hosting tbe meetings in 
Baghdad. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


Committee lauds Jordanian, Iraqi stands . 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Islamic-Cliiistian Committee talring part 
in tiie Jerusalem ^eral Islamic conference Frid^ sent a caUe to 
His Majttty Ki^ Hussein express in g its pride in tiie King's 
positions in defen^g die religious holy ahnnes and the Arabs' 
rights in Jernsalem. Tiie oommittee tqjpredates tiie King's efforts 
to unite the Arab and Islamic nations in confionth^ the cncnnmn 
dangers threatening them. Tbe committee sent another cable to 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein in which it exinessed its admira- 
tion for and pride in his stand, "viiidi defend the right of the Arab 
Nation against the Zonist threats." Another cdile was sent to ' 
Arab League Secretary General Chadli Klibi calling for a witfied, 
strong Anto stand to counter tbe dai^ers faring the Arab Nation at 
tins stage. 

Minister visits educational institutions 

ZARQA (Petra) — Healdi Minister Mohammad Addoob A1 
Zaben Thursday visited the Nursmg College and tbe Paramedics 
Institute at Yajooz within the Zarqa jovemorate. 100 noises and 25 
midwives will graduate from the N airing Collie on an anwial 
basis, tiie minister was told during tiie visit. Hw toured the 
two premises which will be fbimally opened next month. Accord- 
ing to health ministry sonroes the two projeris cost JD 2(10,000. 

House panel chief meets U.S. teachers 

AMMAN (Petra) — Qiainnan of the External Affairs Committee 
at the Low^ House of Parliament Thunday reviewed with a U.S. 
teachers delegation tiie dugers of Soviet Jewirii immigration to 
Palestine and its negative impact on the Arab population. He also 
reviewed the development of the Aiab-IlraeU conflict, the Israeli 
violation of himian rights and tiie of^wessive and inhuman Israeli 
practices against Arab ritizens. Tbe delegation arrived in Amman 
Wednesday on a four-day visit to Jor^ tot talks with several 
senior edncational officials. 

Minister meets Tunisian delegation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Kfinister of Cnlture Khaled A1 KaraU 
Thursday met with a two-man 'Dinisian delegation comprising the 

chainnan of tlK intentetionri cultaral festivals m ’Dniisu Izzedd^ 

A1 Madam and C^aithage Festival for Fine Arts Director »«««»" 
Bon Zeribeh. The two rides ways to prnnote cultural 

^tions between Jordan and Ttmiria in ^iBal and oooidinBiott 
in tbe field of cultural festivals in both countries in p a r * ^” *** The 
meeting was attended by Jerash festival Director Akiam Masar- 
weh. 


Housing 

Corporation 

plans 

saving 

system 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Housing 
Corporation has finalised prepa- 
rations for tbe application of a 
savings system fbr bousing pur- 
poses and mil put this tystem into 
force at the be^nning of the 
coming month, accordhig to an 
announcement Friday. 

The announcement was made 
by Housing Corporation 
Director-Genera] You^ lOyasat 
who said the system would first 
be applied at the Salt Housing 
Estate, on which woik starts in 
May, and takes two years to 
complete. 

"Tbe Salt estate will comprise 
109 units and 32 (rieces of land 
vriiidh win be pven to benefi- 
ciaries wiriiing to set up their own 
homes on them,” Hiyasat said. 

"The savings system will en- 
able beneficiaries to save np 
money for their bouring units 
bnilt by the corporation, and 
special fonns for those wilting to 
tat-g part in the programme will 
be distributed in the coming 
tnODth," Hiyasat said. 

In the forms, beneficiaries will 
{novide information about their 
families, work, total income, pre- 
sent living place and the type of 
housing unit desired in any cor- 
{Xiration project. 

Ifiyasat said beneficiaries have 
to be Jordanians, of 21 years of 
age and rixive and would benefit 
from this programme if they did 
not own torir own homes or bad 
not previously benefitted from 
other housing schemes. 

"According to regnlations, 
eadi benefiri^ accepting the 
savings system for housing will 
have to pay two per cent ^ the 
total cost of the bousing unit he 
derires, and pledge to continue to 
pay monthly instalments until his 
savings account for IS per cent of 
the total cost of the unit,” 
Hiyasat said. 

He said beneficiaries have the 
right to choose the housing pro- 
ject or change their minds about 
their dKxoe depending on where 
they dioose to live or tiie {flace of 
woik. 

"In return, the coiporation 
pledges to provide a bouring unit 
for tbe benefidaiy wi thin six 
yeare of taking part in the prog- 
ramme," Hiyasat added. 

Tbe Hbusiog Corporation last 
montii awarded a lo^ oonstrn& 
tioD firm a two-year contract for 
the construction of housing units 
Within the Salt area. The 1(9 
imits of the project will be of one 
floor and T9 square metres in 
area, but benefidaries could ex- 
pand hoiizootally to 136 square 
metres, according to the contract. 

IByasat said tbe corporation 
would also build 47 hnusn i g units 
of 91 square metres that could be 
expanded to 130 square metres. 

"The corjxiratioD will first 
build four boQsmg units to serve 
as a model for die benefidaries to 
choose from," said Hiyasat. Be- 
oefidaiies who get bmiies from 
the corporation noimaDy qiread 
cost instalments over ^ years, 
according to income, and they 
usually enjoy a life iosuranoe 
poli^ under an arrangement be- 
tween tbe corporation and an 
inniranm company. 
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National charter 
panel to meet 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 60- 
member Ro^ Commission en- 
trusted to draw up a national 
charter to regulate political life in 
Jordan meets at the Royal Court 
&tui^y under the chairmanship 
of Ahniad Obeidat. 

The commisrion, named by His 
Majesty King Hussein April 9, 
wdl first d^ with procedural 
matters during which the mem- 
bers will dedde on the course of 
attkm and tbe nature of topics to 
be given iniority, according to 
Obeidat upon announdng the 
date of tbe meeting. 

He said that the commission 
membeis will also elea a deputy 
chairman and a general rappor- 
teur for the meetings. 

"Commission members will 
have their first diance to openly 
exdiange views and consult on 
matters related to their task and 
they conld set up sub-committees 
to follow up certain matters or to 
coordinate contacts with commis- 
rion members,” Obeidat said in a 
statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

The commission members who 
represent various political 
orientations in Jordan as well as 
parliamentarians, scholars, uni- 
venity professors, writers and 
journalists met wi^ His Majesty 
King Hussein, April 10, and 
beard his views about the com- 
mission’s mission. 

Tbe King told the commission 
democratisation of Jordan was an 
irreversible process and demo- 
cratic tolerance and opposing 
views should be the guiding force 
for political life in the Kingdom 
under the guidelines set by the 
proposed national charter. 

Ihe King said at the meeting 



Ahmad Obeidat 
that tbe charter would serve as a 
social contract pivoted on demo- 
cracy and founded on the con- 
stitution. “The charter would be 
a broad and flexible framework 
for national action and would not 
be a substitute to the Jordanian 
constitution,” the King had said. 

Interviewed on Jordan Televi- 
sion later, Obeidat expressed the 
view that the charter would take 
months to be formulated. 

Obeidat, a member of the Up- 
per House of Parliament and 
former Prime Minister of Jordan 
said the present stage in Jordan 
was influenced by external and 
internal forces and the democra- 
tic life required a national dia- 
logue, through the commission 
members, to define national 
objectives and essential steps to 
be taken. 

He described the charter as a 
broad base enabling {lopulatiob 
participation in the decision mak- 
ing process. 


^Jordan needs more 
schools, appropriate 
education planning* 


AMMAN (Petra) — A United 
Nations Edncational expert has 
expressed his view that Jordan 
wfll need at least 40 new schools 
each year to cope with the expnn- 
rion tn education at all levels. 

In a statement here Friday, 
diiector of the regional office of 
the United Nations Educational, 
^endfic mid Cultural Organisa- 
tion (UNESCO), Dr. Moham- 
ni^ Hazem said the Arab World 
is in need of 2,000 new schook 
each to serve tbe six-1 1-year- 

okJ diildren in the primary, pre- 
paratory and secondary lewis. 

"Not only do tbe Arab states 
require more schools, but they 
also have to adojit jiroper plant in 
advance to meet the require- 
ments of edocation which should 
be made to serve the community 
needs,” Kazem said in his state- 
ment Friday. 

Kazem praised Jordan's efforts 
in education and the country’s 
endeavours to eradicate fllitera- 
cy. 


“UNESCO is at present im- 
plementing a special programme 
which started in 1988 to help 
Jordan universalise the innovate 
education for children at tbe basic 
level and to eradicate illiteraty 
the year 2,0(Xi." Kazem added. 
He said this process required vast 
funds and efficient teachers and 
administrators. 

"UNESICO is helping Jordap 
to implement this programme 
through the recently esta b l ished 
centre for educational research in 
Jordan," Kazem added. 

In September 1990, UNESCO 
plans to organise a general con- 
ference for ministeis of education 
in developing nations in Geneva 
to discuss ways for promoting 
baric education and the eradica- 
tion of illiteracy," Kazem said. 
But, he said, ministers of editca- 
tion from Jordan and other Arab 
states would convene in Cairo in 
November to discuss their own 
methods for tbe eradication of 
illiteracy in the Arab World by 
the end of the {wesent century. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


71ie folhwiag ffsizqgs are compHed 6vm monthly buJIetiDS and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are ad\ised to verify the 
tiine and p/ace with tbe concerned '/nstitutibns. 

LECTURE 

LeetuR Ml ^^German Excavations in Thebes (new enqiire)** b« 
Prof. Dr. Rainer Staddmann at the Goethe iiwwtwta _ g.Q^ 
p.m. 



Arab Bank 

To Arab Bank cUents 


Obtain fast and 
advanced 
services by 
using the 
Automatic 
Teiier Machine and 
the Phone Bank. 

For more 

information please 
visit any of our 
branches. 
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Protection against 
the unseen 


JORDAN HAS s n r passed many of the developing conntries 
■in the world in its concern and efforts to protect the 
environment. The Kingdom wffl be cdebrating Earth Day 
Hiat fiJig A|«fl 22 witti v^Qor and determinatioii. Special 
campa^ns to cmmieBMicate die occaaon have been in 
ptoo»w»g for weeks and are now bdi^ impUmented in mort 
areas in the Kingdom. Aqaba in particolar has beoi die 

aeonft nf ft pleanfaig rampaign to gnllggt refticp and 

garbage from the coastline as wefl as the city itself. Other 
campa^ns, whidi will draw bimdreds ci volunteers, are 
aimed at collerthig old tyres and plastic waste from the 
Jordan VaDcy and picnic areas. 

Yet^ what is more pressmg coilecd^ garbage and 
refose from the urban and rural areas in the country is the 
poDntion of our water sources and air. Such ^‘garbage” may 
not be seen by the naked eye and therefore coosdtnte a lesser 
eye sore. SdD, the dangers posed by such hazards to haman 
life are no less threatening to die eidstcnce Jordan and hs 
people. It would be in order therefore to accord them higher 
priority than the one meted to diem till this point in time. 

Jwdan’s cdhdHrations of Earth Day would nevo' be cnnidc^ 

without rieanlnB the onseen, whether in the water Jorda- 
nians drink or the afr that they breath. Jordan already 
prides itself as one of the cleanest countries in the world and 
its cities are the envy of otho* metropolises in the regioa. 
Ibe joy and pride ai afl Jordanians would be that modi 
more mmplete vtiien Jordan’s indnstmi waste is bdter 
disposed off in a manner consistent with intematiiHial norms 
and standards. And as Aqaba is pioneerilig the campaign to 
mftkp Jordan lode betto*, it woold earn the a^reesation ot 
all Jordaniaiis even mwe if it directs its attention to die 
sources of poflntkm in its mvirons. The splendours of Aqaba 
are dearly underlined by the heavy poBntion to its air 
ori^natit^ from its industries and the soonn a stop is pot to 
this source of grievous barm to Aqaba the hapiwer would be 
an those who visit it fw sunshine and swimming. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


EVEN if the Israeli settlers who occuf»ed a Greek Orthodox 
building tn Arab Jerusalem were evict^, Israeli leaders would 
not be deterred from sending other settlers to other parts of the 
occupied city for a similar performance, said A1 Ra’i Arabic daily 
Friday. The paper said that the settlers seem to be determined to 
help the Israeli government consolidate its hold over all parts of 
the Arab lands in Palestine, espedally in Jerusalem which 
encompasses Christian as well as Muslim toly shrines. In the face 
of all this, the Greek Orthodox ^triarch has now issued a 
waraing to the whole world that he h^ no alternative but to dose 
the doors of the Holy Sepulchre before the visitors and 
worshippers and raise bladt flags over the shrine in a show of 
protest to the whole world, the paper noted. It said that the 
warning is directed to the Christian as well as the Islamic worlds 
which now are witnessing the desecration of holy places that had 
been in safe bands before the occupation of the holy city took 
■place in 1967. A1 Aqsa Mosque and the Holy Sqnilchre as well as 
all other Christian and Muslim shrines in occupi^ Palestine ought 
to be safeguarded through joint Christian blamic efforts, called 
the paper. Leaders of both faiths worldwide, the paper stressed, 
should join hands in a senous effort to protect the holy places and 
prevent any tampering by the Jewish settiers who are now 
occu|tying toe holy dty. 


AL DHStonr daily dwelt also on toe situation in Arab Jerusalem 
where settlers are still ooo(^ up in premises belonging to toe 
Creek Orthodox Church inside the Christian quarter of toe Arab 
dty. Desinte toe strong protests from toe Arab community and 
toe Oitoodox Church, despite condemnation of die settleis action 
and d^te the court order to evict toe premises toe settlers seem 
to be comfortably settled in 'whh the help of Israeli troops, toe 
paper said. It is r^rettable, the paper added, that the Greek 
Patriaich's voice has not yet>found an echo in toe Christian world, 
hnd has only been backed by toe Arab population in toe holy dty 
and their brothers in toe Arab World. We call on the Pope in 
Rome and the Western churches to come to toe help of toe Greek 
Ortoodox Church in Jerusalem and to .openly dedare their 
condemnatioa of such atrodties committed by the Israeli author- 
ities and toe settlers, said toe paper. At toe same time, tiie 

paper said, we appeal to toe Arab countries to beware of toe 
Zionist conspirades ntoidi began in 1968 unto the burning of A1 
Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem and now are represented in open 
occupation of toe Christian places. 


Sawt A1 SfcMh daily paid tribute to lia^ for hs heroic stand during 
the ei^t year war with Iran and also m toe face of Israel’s open 
tiireats to the Arabs and its conqniacy trito toe West Against the 
Arab Nation. The paper said that the Arab masses had been 
awaiting toe emergence of a real Arab power to confront toe 
Israeli enemy and to deter any aggression on toe Arabs ever since 
the tragedy of 1948. It said that toe Arabs had anoe 1948 UvmI 
torough a gfagft of total deqiair and subjugation to the will of their 
enemies until Iraq has come out victorious in toe war with Iran, 
and until Baghdad has stood firm in toe free of Israers threats 
agai yst this nation. 


View From Amman 


By Kamd S.AIto Jaber 


When the Patriarch fell where Christ had risen 


IN BEIRUT many berieved 
women wept as Fairuz, tiie 
famous. Lebanese singer, 
chanted the Byzantine Good 
Friday Uturgy.In Jerusalem 
another sad Easter was 
observed; toe festivities, ^ 
.rince 19^, restricted to reli- 
gioas observances alone. This 
was a particulariy sad occarion 
as tiie Israelis onoe again de- 
monstrated, evra flaunted, not 
only their of the most 

elementary rules of dvility, 
but, with arrogance desecrat^ 
one of the holiest days of toe 
Christian Easter celebrations. 

Patriarrii TheodOTus I of the 
Greek Orthodox Church was 
leading a peace marto against 
toe occupation of his church’s 
property by extremist Jewish 
activists when he, and his 200 
fellow clergymen were assailed 
and beaten. The police used 
dubs and tear gas to disburse 
toe peaceful march, while at 
the upper windows ^ tiie ille- 
gally occupied building, 
bearded Jews in traditional 
black garb and prayer — shawls 
swayed in prayer. The violence 
occurred near the Holy Sepnl- 


dite Church, aiudi houses toe 
tomb of the Jesus. 

Patiiarch Theodorns I need 
not be insulted. Indeed, 
though he may never have 
imagioed being dubbed Ity 
anyone, should feel honoured 
falling US he did in toe same 
place where Jesus may have 
been beaten almost two 
thousand yew ago. 

Hus barbw act coindded 
with the visit bf a delegation of 
American senators led by 
Senator Robert Dole to toe 
area on yet another **fact — 
findmg” mission. The senator 
voiced his coucem: and, with 
utter disn^ard for Arab intelli- 
gence, he promised to woric 
towards the repeal of toe sen- 
ate resolution passed earfier 
declaring Jerusalem the capita] 
of Israel. The Senator knows 
that be cannot do what he 
prenni^, for right by bis side 
and while in Amman and total- 
ly insensitive to toe feelings of 
Us hosts, one of Senator 
Dole's companions insistied 
that Jerusalem was indeed the 
capital of EsraeL 

Neidier senator Dole, nor 


his companions needed to 
come to toe MGddle East to 
taow toe fects. They alieatfy 
btew them: the actual Ustorio- 
al facts and those that Israel,s- 
ince its establishmeat, has alro 
created. The fact of toe matter 
is that we Arabs have nothing 
to threaten with, and this in a 
worid that undeikands notiung 
but brute force. 

The Israelis are not about to 
condnde peace, imless it is 
their own version of peaoe:a 
peace that will further dese- 
crate and degrade not only our 
rights, lands and dignity, but 
our very soul as well. Sooism 
has already succeeded in put- 
ting toe e ntire Western woild 
in its service. Bishop Elia 
Kbouri of toe Angtit^ Church 
was correct when he referred 
to the West as the “So — called 
Christians” especially since the 
^idiet Judeo has cenne to pre- 
cede Christian. 

The facts are tiiat Israel still 
nurtures dreams of further ex- 
ipanaon; that, fiindamentaliy, 
there is littie,or no difference 
between Shamir and Peres. 
And diat while it was Shamir 


who earlier tins year declared 
a need for a greater Israel, it 
was Peres’ .Labour party 
which in the decade between 
1967 and 1977 vadUate against 
reaefaing a peaceful settlement, 
annexed Jerusalem, annexed 
tite Syrian Golan Hdghts and 
commenced the process of set- 
tlements, indeed, cdonies in 
the occupied territories. When 
did Lrixw become “dovish” is- 
a question that no. <me has 
bem able to answer yet; and 
how is tins dorishness di^lay- 
ed is yet another puzzle th^ 
only we Arabs, in our usual 
wishful thinking and day 
dreaming, have literally 
accepted. 

The Middle East is a strain 
land haiiqffi^ by mytiis and 
memories from time umneoiD* 
rial. Myth and reality inter- 
efaange all the time affecting 
life and here we are once again 
engaged in another death 
strng^, another round with 
our “cousins”. FTOm 1967 to 
the present, we have fllogically 
against hope, or is it bnt 
an^er of our fripe dreams. 


that peace can be reached 
timni^ n^ptiations. No (me 
stopped to think, *^negotiate 
what”?. The Israelis want it 
an. Not only the land bnt the 
Soul of the area as well. They 
have come to capture the soul 
and the resomoes of toe entire 
western world and put it in 
thdr sepfke and tiiey are not 
about to withdraw from lands 
tiiey consider tiieirs because of 
l^alitiM, niceties, pity or 
humanity. 

For them tiiey bcBeve it is 
their ri^t to ^ aroond the 
Aqsa Mosque and to pray in 
toe Ibrafahni Mosque of Khalil. 
So what if they degrade the 
iGabs? So what if tiiey beat the 
Rheilrh or the Patriarch? They 
have already dehumanised ns 
and in. tiie book of Shamir toe 
CTiiting of an enemy, evra the 
Pstriarefa is not only justified, 
but also honorable. The de- 
soendents of Joshua, fired 
with tite fnndanieiital|6t racist 
ideology of tiie“diosen peo- 
ple” win not retreat unless the 
power vacanm esdsting pre- 
sently is the Arab Worid .is 


filled. 

Asking for mercy will not 
help. Nor wfU resorting to oiir 
“w aning wall” at the United 
Nations fuoduce anytfahig. Re- 
s(dutkm win follow resolution 
like ni^t follows day but Sba- 
miT will not retreat. In bis 
mind, be is superior and has a 
god— -given ri^t to smite mer- 
cilessly at whomever he consi^ 
ers bis enemy. And Fairuz in 
her song lamenting tiie Fall of 
Jerusalem and may yet 
weep over other Anto capitals, 
faiKng before the might of the 
Zionist hordes. 

Over toe ctoss on the door 
to the bunding oocii|Red, 
the settlers super imposed their 
star of David just like they 
super imposed it on tiie nations 
of the West. Patriarch 
Theodorns was only trying to 
prevent the same thing from 
happening to his church’s 
property. 

In Pngiish ft is called Good 
Friday while in Arabic it is 
called Sad Friday. Indeed it 


Press freedom: Time for the U.S. to act 

ISRAEL is once again in crisis — and the search for pe^ 
■€■ standstill — because its leaders have failed to deal with 

fundamental issue: toe question of wbetoer and bow to con 
j. tcniis witii tiw Palestinians. 

/ MnrStwr It is an issue winch the outgmi^ {uhne minister, Yit 

" mW Shamir, has done everydnng possible to avoid. When 


•t’t'LS . 


By Uesi Gzuz 

While Arab mmisters in 
Tunis were debating the 
League's return to Cairo across 
town a small symposhnn, self- 
consciously iab^^ “ Freedom 
of orankm and of expression in 
the face of power and of the 
ideological consensus,” was in- 
conspicuously breaking 
taboos. The pompous euphexor 
ism of the title was faint 
camouflage for a two-day de- 
bate on freedom of informa- 
tion in toe Arab World. 

Amelia, ontU reomtly 
one the nHve rqp- 
ressire of the Arab 
systems, is letting its 
newspaper and pub- 
lishfng industry opi- 
ate on near-Eoropean 
standards and, even 
more amazingly, ap- 
plies the same broad 
criteria to the state- 
owned radio and tele- 
Tision. Tunisians and 
Moroccans who Hre 
near ttie border now 
avidly tone in to A^e- 
rian television broad- 
casts at news time. 


The occasion was the 
celebration of the first 
anniversary (in fact 17 months) 
of toe Arabic editiem of £e 
Monde D^plofintiqiie, which 
has Tuniaan connections; be- 
sides there are few other places 
in the Arab World where such 
a symposium could even have 
been envisaged. A montiily off 
shoot <A toe August Frendi 
daily Monde, 

Arabic etotion (three — (piar- 
ters traDs]ation;the rest origin- 
al material) has, bit by bit, 
managed to get permission for 
distribution in every Arab 
country except Iraq, although 
setzure, black binshwork and 
sdssots are constant hazards. 
It is printed in Ttoiis, and there 
is an arrai^enieat that allows 
30,000 c^es to be de^tdied 
by air vritoont waiting for the 
local censois's blesang. 

No Arab coontry is entirely 
free of censorship, bnt one is 
coming dose. Al^iia, until 
recentiy one of the more rep- 
ressive of the Arab systems, is 
letting its news paper and pub- 
lishing industry operate on 
near-European standards and 
even more amarineiy , aj^es 
the same broad criteria to toe 
state-owned racBo and tdevi- 
sion. Tunisians and Moroccans 
who live near the border now 
avidly tune in to A^gmian tele- 
viflon broadcasts at news time. 

Symbolic^, the despised 
post of minister of information 
has been abolitoed; what is left 
of bis attributions is lumped 
witii cnlCnre. Algerian journal- 
ists, many of whom studied in 
France, ae asking embarras- 
sing questions (and often get- 
ting answers) and stiniog up 
hornets' nests with ^ee. 
Uceises for new publications 
axe being freely ^ven-mudi 
more so tiian in Tti&ia, vrindi 
used to pride itself on being far 
more democratic than ' its 


nei^bouT. In Algeria, tbe 
Muslim Brothers and their aco- 
lytes are allowed to pnbfish 
papers, despite worries that 
tbty ooold s w e e p tbe June loc- 
al elections. Algerian liberals, 
who appland press freedom, 
hope toat allowing toe Islam- 
ists to have toefr say will defuse 
some of their aunuTumsia is 
watching. 

Doubt and questionii^ are 
rarely encoura^ in societies 
where Islam is predominant, 
including tbe Arab World. 
Some of the intellectuals talk- 
ing about press freedom in 
Tunis had problems defining 
where limits should be set. 
That differii^ opinions can 
subrist side by side is diffcult to 
admit, and an early result of 
liberalisation is often ‘’multiple 
mcmoenltaFe”. For example, 
14 p^)ers are pubHsbed in 
Morocco, eadi tiM emanation 
of a political party; none would 
even hint that riews other than 
its own exist. Theoretically, by 
reading them all, Moroocans 
could get a ronnded picture,' 
but price and time prednde 
such a course. 

Id countries where television 
has fer outstripped print (and 
literaty) as a means of com- 
monication, tbe multiplication 
of satellites makes control in- 
creasingly difficult to maintain. 
Arabsat, srfiidi was (among 
otbm- things) supposed to be a 
step in t h at direction, flopped 
dianally. Dish antennae are 
status symbols in most of tbe 
ridi Arab countries; in iess- 
ridi Algeria, one of tbe first 
visible signs of liberalisatkm 
was todr ai^ienuice on toe 
roofr of apartment houses, 
where neighbonrs some times 
clubbed together to buy their 
way to multiple channel recep- 
tion. Tunisia has taken anoth^ 
tack; it broadcasts FtenchAo- 
teaae 2 as its own second 
channel — exeqn for news 
broadcasts where Radio- 
Television-Tunisienne (RTT) 
splices in its own. 

Farther east, the glimmers 
of light are more fitfrd. Egypt 
has recovered a semi-itee 
press; Intian is grp|»iig to- 
wards one as a measure of 
Parliamentary freedom ai^ 
rives. Kuwait, where the press 
was the fivelicst in toe Arab 
World after toe demise (rf 
Bdrnt, has not recovered all 
file freedCHD it had before strict 
prior censoiriiip was imposed 
m 1986, at toe hei^t of the 
Gulf war. It may never do so. 

AS the regional subgroups 
(GCC, ACC,UMA) grow 
stronger, smaller conntries 
may lose some of tiie freedom 
they had to decide on their 
own censorship and informa- 
tion policies. The GCC minis- 
ters of infonnation have de- 
cided that what i$ taboo in one 
•of tite member countries could 
and probably will be banned in 
toe others. Thus tbe strict 
Saudi standards can be im- 
posed on relatively liberal 
Kuwait or B ahrain. Eg^)tians 
‘ think they oonld resist shnilar 
pressures were to^ to come 
fnun Iraq, its partuer in tiie, 
Arab Co^ieratioD Council. 

Iraq is stiU the most oonas- 
tentiy restrictive of all the 
Arab countries in access to 
infonnation^ hfiddle TSaw Iq. 
ternational Londem. 


ISRAEL IS once again in crisis — and the search for pe^ at a 
standstill — because its leaders have failed to deal with one 
fundamental issue: toe question of wbetoer and bow to come to 
terms wito the Palestinians. 

It is an issue winch tbe outgtni^ {»ime minister, Yittoak 
Shamir, has done everydnng possible to avoid. When tiie 
PaJestiman feaderriup s^ed & initiative in November 196$, in 
effect challenging Israel to engage in direct negotiations on tbe 
basis of coexistenoe in Palestine, and when toe United States 
pressed Israel to make a positive response, Mr. Shamir pot 
forward a year ago the relnctant suggestion timt the Pafestinians 
in the occupied territories should be allowed to hold elections. It 
was not clear what toe dections would be. for, nor who woold be 
allowed to take part in toem, nor how they would advance tbe 
dnsive “peace process” which tiie Americans daimed they were 
conduct!^. But, for want of anything better, the Americans 
seized on tbe suggestion, whidi was mysteriously upgraded to 
become the “ShamirFlaii”-— arid ever sinoe, liObe tbe Australian 
h nshman wbo acquired a new boomerang and qient tbe rest of hb 
life trying to tiirow the old one away, Mr. Shamir has been trying 
deqierately to get rid of it. 

Since the coUiqsse of bis. govmunent four weeks ago, if looks as 
. tbou^ he has succeeded. We aretnofilikely to hear miuto more of 
' tbe Shamir ‘‘pUui”. And with it has^me, for toemennent at leasts 
Mr. Sbaumir’s abi&ty to delay toe momirat of trutii any further. So 
far, so good. Now Mr. Peres is trying to persuade his coontrymen 
toat he has a better formula, whidi half of toem doubt, and the 
personality and drive to put It into effect, wtddi very few Israelis 
believe. When he was pr^e mmister between 1984 a^ 1986, hfr. 
Peres came no nearer to grappliiig with tbe PaJe^iiiian issue. His 
preferred solution was toe “Jordanian option"; and toe Jordanian 
option in 1990 is even more of a dead d^ titan toe Shamir plan. 

Tbe fact is tiiat no Rraeli government in 40 years has ever faced 
up to tbe necessity to negotiate wto ^ Ea/eso’niaos die basis for 
their ccMiimoa fritiro. The Israeli historian Simha Flapan makes 
toe point in The Sirth of Israel: ntyd^ and teabdes whan writing 
about the period immediately after Israel had achieved statehood: 

“One of Israel's most serious failings was its stubborn reftsal to 
consider the Pales^ans themselves as partners to the n^otia- 
tions, a position toat has been steadfastiy maintained to this day 
and that remains... toe crux of the proUem.” 

In this respect there was no essential differnee between 
Ben-Gorion a^ Sharett, Golda Meir and Moshe Dayan, Begin 
and Sbamin all sought to avoid at ail costs a direct encounter wito 
the Palestinians at tbe negotiating taUe, whatever tbe framework 
of toe negotiations that were envisaged. This explains die 



obsessive feraeli attempt to label all Pale^iiiians as “terrorists”, in 
Older to disqualify them as the natural and logical interlocutors in 
any negotiation to pot an end to toe Palestine pntolem. 

Tbe reasoning behind tius tactic is dear enoi^ — and logical 
too. Once die Pale^inians are recognised as toe proper partners 
in n^otiation, it becomes impossible to ignore or deny their 
lights ip Pah^tiDCj^ rights inhereittin.theii^^ as tite jndigeppus 

population md amfirmed in toe. dedbipib^f the United Nations 
ever rince tbe original partition resolution of 1947. But Israel's 
whole political strategy, especially since the likud Party first 
came to power in 1977, has-been founded on toe premise that the 
^lestimails have no political rights at all in Palestine and can 
e:q)ect ncMhing better than some imprecise form of autonomy 
under rule. 

Until quite recentiy, this strate^ seemed to be succeeding; but 
its success dc^tended on toe unwillingness of die Palestinians to 
recognise Iwad and agree to live in peace alongside it The PLO’s 
decirion, more than a year ago, to do just tiiat left Mr. S haimr out 
oa a hmb, exposiiig his refesal to come to terms wito tbe 
Palestinians more dearly than ever as an evasion of tbe facts. 

And SO it was; but can Mr. Peres afford to abandon it and face 
iq> to die reality of Israel’s sitaatfon?' Lsf^to himself, almost 
certainly not. But an nnambignons signal from Wariuiigton about 
toe need for diange, mfliring ft plain dmi American aid to Israel is- 
no longer to be unconditiond, oonld tip toe scale. American 
Jewish leaders, if tiiey have Isrul’s real interests at heart could 
leave Washington free to send that signal. 

The article is aa editorial that appeared in the March 30 issue of 
rite London-based Middle East International. 











This was the house 
that Kamle built 


Crumbling books may win new life 


By Barbwa Nimri Aziz 

AHMAD bad in his borne only two nig^ before the soldien 

arrived. His living room was fon of well-w^iers those two 

days. On tile third day, when stfll more visitors had gathered the 

troops mov^in and snrroonded the entire village. “There must 
hsve been 500 soldiers, says Molminmad, Ahmad's son. More 
than 100 of them soiTOunded Jus £adier*s bonse, mtting it off firom 
die test of the village. Stridiers polled vishoTs ont and the officer in 

charge oalled Ahmad to 

Ahmad had just come home from Ketdot prison where be had 
been teld the Israelis for ten months. Ifowever imjnst his 
detention, Iw had endored h and was hapi^ to be home. Hie 
(rfBcer said: “I too have come to welcome yon, to give yon a gift'* 
He was going to deimdish Ahmad and Kamle’s dwelUng. 

By the time Mohamm^ heard what was to happen and rushed to 

his father's boose, his parents had b^nn pulling out dieir fhnntnre. 

Ife was barred from getting near. He saw a neighbonr help Kamle, 
his mother, carry ont the IdtcbeD cupboard, dishes spilling out. 
Tb^ amfdy tos^ bedding and dodiing out of the windows. 

After an boor, before they could dear the bonse of even half hs 

fundsbings, die denuriition crew moved in. Mohammad led Ahmad 
inio a oeigbbonr's. “Father stood in the anddle of the room, not 
speaking. He didn’t want anyone to touch him.” His mother had 
refused to leave, so soldiers pushed her out and ordered somwmf 
to fadd her. “I want to watdi,” she shouted. “I want to watch how 
you can destroy forty years of work in five seconds.” 

It was exactly 40 years ago that Kamle, a 19-year old wife and 
mother, had fled from their oii^nal home in Beit Nabala, whidi 
was where Ben Gurion airport b today. Muhammad was a year 
old, hb eldest brother, three. After two years, throng die U.N. 
refiigee programme, Ahmad and Kamle moved to a West Banif 
refi^ee camp where 7,000 other Palestinians, forced to flee dieir 
lawte in 1948, survive. Bach femfly bmlt dieir own ho^, gtarHng 
with one room and adding more as their ehfldf y n grew. Ten of 
Sarnie's diOdreo and two of her grands were boro in d»at house. It 
b.the bonse wdieie cfaildre^, cousins and netgbours vbited ainwia# 
every evenings. 

The day the soldiers gmw*. 

Kamle described the day her home was Elated. She ats vrith her 
bony bands resting on her thighs. “Ahmad was released from 
piboo on Saturday. The soldiers broke in on the Monday, the 21st 
of November. Ele^ o'clock.” Everyone reme m bered feat mocn- 
ing when armoured cars roared through the onpaved streets and 
die entire camp was put nnd^ curfew. 

Silendy, peofrie moved back onto their verandas, up to their 
rooftops, holding on to their clUldren. AUhad seen a house blown 
iq) before: but no one ever ^ used to iL “ilie fiat cement roof of 
Kamle’s* bouse, fee vriiole ttq) floor wife it, lifted a meter in the 
an-,** said a nei^bonr. After the e:^il(»ioa, Kamle and 

wept in front of fee tangled, ctmtorted heap of concrete. Friends 
poded her away and took ber to her sons where her hnsband was 
wahiag: she se«med senseless. So po we rful was' fee eaqplosion feat 
die six surrounding houses were partly destroyed as well. Over a 
year later fee slabs of concrete of Ahmad’s second stoty lie where' 
they fefl. The property b confiscated by fee military a^ nottung 
can ever be buflt there, th<^ say. 

If exfrianations for feo''demoIitkHi are of any use, the soldien 
mfoim^ TCatni^ and Ahmad feat their youngest son, Kamal, ferew 
a firebomb'fee day before and that's why feey had come. If we are 
to believe the daim, it means that cm Sunday, thb lad, only one 
night after hb fetbCT came home after ten months in prison, 
well-wisbeis filling hb house, was in the streets attacking 
braeli soldiers. A very unlikely event. Kamal was sentenced to a 
year’s unprisonmenL 

The emotional Impart 

A Palestinian lawyer, referring to fee posatnlity of appealing 
ag s i n^e a demolition order, said feat fee boujse would already have 
been destroyed by the time the case was brottght. Furfeennore, not 
one t^ipeal had been successful. A legal case woricer with the 
American Friends Sendee Committee in Jerusalem summed up the* 
sitnatkm: “We have abandoned our efforts at le^ reennese. We 
only await a political solution. Meanwhile,*' she explains, “these, 
(rfiyacal violations, almost dafly occurrences, have a deep emotion- 
al impact on peojrie, eq>edally oo the very youog.” She recalled a 
P aUgfiman wonias, HOW dead who bec^e an active r esbtano e 
fighter. “Her eariiest memeny, ^riien she was barely tl^ years 
dd, was her bouse blow up. That was in Nablus in 1956.” 

Hus case points up two issues: one b tiie deep trauma evoked by 

such an experience. The other b the long and systeooatic use of feb 

unique brutal strategy. Probably no one knows just bow many 
Palestinian ho me s have been destroy ed fo r “security” reasons. But 
in fee first 22 months of fee intifeda, 977 homes were blown up or 
bulldozed. Thb figure represents about 10,000 wcMnen, men and 
AiMre n made homeless. . All since December 1987. 

Thb “pnnbhment” has been employed against Palestinians sinoB 
the creation of fee of Israel. Ihere seems to be truth in the 
of Palestinian human ri^ts advocates tiiat these 
tUnyJitiftnR are not only to pnnbh an entire fuiiily. They 
complement the laiger Israeli “setdement” policy, a 


policy aimed at dealing fee land of Arabs. It b a tactic to physically 
“remove**. 

A consohant with A1 Haq, (Law in fee Service of Man), based in 
Ramallah, ejqriains that the militaiy does wtot it pleases with a 
bmkKng. Somet im es fee soldieis seal a bouse, or part of it; 
sometimes a buOdener b brought in to tomle it; or explosive 
egqyeits simply blow it up. Tte decision wfaefem to dynamite or to 
seal, says another expert, lies in owneisMp and b unreined to the 
allied offence of a resident Where an occupant b also the owner, 
fee house and property are confiscated and fee dwelling b 
dynamited. Where ibis occupant b found to be renting the bo^, 
rooms are sealed with cement and boarding. Soemthnes one 
room remains unsealed; nsually the family b told to get out 
altogefeer and the whole place b locked up. 

No ownerdiip righfs 

Owners have absolutely no rights. They cannot even put up a 
tent where their garden was. Their fruit trees, if they survive, are 
no longer theirs. Just before a dynamiting, a bouse^mmer b handed 
a paper written in Hebrew, and told to sign it. Few do. A homeless . 
family cannot rebmld on that land. It b the property of the military, 
they are told. They most go elsewhere. 

But few families leave tiieir country. They find a house to rent 
nearby, if feey can; the family shifts feere, doubling up if 
necessary, to stay togefeo'. Now paying rent of up to 200 shekels 
more a month, endure. Even as incomes frill because of fee 
economic strain brou^t oo by the iotifedh, they continue to pay. 
People have to stay. Few options are open to them. Morewr, fee 
loss of fedr hoines does not quell their opposition to Israeli 
policies. Following such experiences, a Palestinian often becomes 
more determined to resist occupation. 

Thb spirit b demonstrated in ^ militaiit pride of a West Bank 
mother afeose bouse was sealed last year. Allegedly, she had been 
'punished because of some violatitm tqr ber fourth son who, like 
Kamle’s smi, was also in prismi. “1 do not weep afeen I go to see 
my child in prison, *Tatiya us. “I ting to him in celebration; 

he b my hero.” “He’s fee same son tfi^ accused of attacking 
soldiers wife stones last year. After he finked hb four months in 
gaol, he came home. It was a Tbesday. He dept with us one n^t 
The next night, Wednesday, feey came here to catch him again. 
They came in the ni^t at four o’clock; we awre slee{nng and feey 
told us feey were sealing our house. At four in the momingl Th^ 
did it. 

‘TWo of my children are in prbon now. My hudmnd was too. 
That son you see oottide U Usama; he was reiea^ last month. I 
wQl go some day too. But 1 not be moved from my country.*! 
Fatiya invited me inside to see the one room the family now lives in 
— Idtcfaen stove and cupboard in one corner, bedding oo fee fer 
side. Three doorways stand as frames, one in each wall of the 
room, each sealed up wife oement. The nearest one, she remarks, 
had been her bedro^. All ber sons and daugfateis were bon in 
that room. To appeal against fee action, Fatiya paid an Israeli 
lawyer S200, but it failed. 


The Arab fioufly b the target 

Israeli and Palestinian lawyers working for Palestinians whose 
homes have been destroyed have pot forward al fee reasonable 
axgumcids that logic and law permit. Tb^ are all ineffectual. “Hie 
mffitary make a law to supers^ an earlier one. It'S no use," said a 
Palestinian lawyer in Jernsalem whose energy and feith in law has 
been completed sapped by government tactics. Pafestimans, and 
people working for justice on their behalf, now accept that they are 
deahng wife a qstem irim^ cannot respond to a nonnal, dvSbed 
concept of justice. The demolitioiis, it becomes inaeatiu^y 
evident, are not simply punishments, penonal or communal. Tb^ 
are detigned to “dear the land'’, to smash a way of life. They seek 
to andennuie it, to insnlt it, to dbrniss it. The very concept of die 
Arab family b their taigeL 

Because the Palesfeuan bouse b not a mere agt mh lsge cf rooms 
on a street It b hospital and Idtdien, restamant and ga^n, 
mosque and dub, nursery and wedding hall. Every Palestmian 
diild can point oat to yoo die roomwfaeresbeorhewasboro. Hmy 
know the pott^ flowm on the stairway; feey bdped their father 
{dant trees in the yard; they eat fruit frra the tomato ^anb, the 
figs and fee ahponds. Somewhere, however small, b a pidefa of soil 
rfeere a «mpi»ng or shrub b nourished. On the roof lies a tray of 
mint leaves; boiled wheat b sp«ad, drymg; mother gathers up 
pardied red sumac and carries it downsfrurs. Hiat roof b {Mut of 
their Idtfeen and their gsoden. 

So when Isiaelb demo^ a bouse, they are not mmely depriving 
a people of their shelter: feey are symbofically attempting to snuff 
out a cahme. Tte routine of the day and the mouths and' the 
HfiBtwnes in feose rooms b as much a cuttnre as a fine pmcelain vase 
turned on a wheel a tiKnisand years ajgo and (mated throngb 40 
generations. It b as treasured as a praiess jewel. Hie mfiitary 
does not seem to understand that fins family b ideok^cal and 
social, not material; it cannot be desrtoyed. Lfee an oral tradition, 
it endures. — Nfiddle East InteroatioiiaL 

Barbara Nfoirf Ambaa natbropakigist and writer. 5be 
nceatiy ret urn ed Avm fee occ a p fa d PahsUnian iaarb. 


CHICAGO (R) — New chemical 
processes may help save millions 
of old books fbr posterity by' 
neotralising the add time bombs 
.in the paper on which they are 
printed. 

Small scale processes have 
been snccessfuJ, but libraiiesand 
book preservers are atuaontiy 
awaiting a large-ecale imject to 
demonstrate ttefeasibiiiQr — and 
affordability — of de-addi- 
fieatioo of books. 

De-addification b fee latest 
tactic in die strog^e to preserve 
books and otiier materiab which 
are tbe victims of add deteriora- 
tion, a process which eventnally 
•turns the pages so brittle that they 
cnifflbLe at the touch. 

“People started to realise there 
was a problem some 50 years 
ago... a book wilt deteriorate in 
as Bttle as SO years. Seldom will 
they last ranch more thari a hun- 
dred,” said Richard MiUer, de- 


addification project director for 
Akzo Cbemicab. 

Before 1850 books were, 
printed on durable paper made 
from rag-derived Ihien, Nfillei; 
said. Bot later wood pulp was 
used as an economical alterna- 
tive. 

Tbe aluaunhim sulphate used 
to break down fee cellulose in tbe 
wood pulp eventually breaks 
down into a caustic acid in the 
paper and as a result most books 
printed after 1850 carry the seeds 
of their own destruction. 

MQler estimates that one bil- 
lion rotting books in research 
libraries around the world can be 
preserved for fature use 1^ che- 
mical treatment. 

Research has yielded several 
cbemica] processes for stabilising 
the add in books which could 
extend their shelf Hfe for hun- 
dreds of years. But the diallenge 
has been to adapt the technology 


of treating a book page by page at 
a cost of iq> to $1,000 a t^k to 
treating hundreds of volumes at a 
rim e for less than $10 eadi. 

In a research projea coordin- 
ated by tbe U.S. library of Con- 
gress, Akzo developed a mass 
de-acidification process using 
dteefa^ zinc (DEZ) gas, Milim' 
said. 

Books are loaded into a cham- 
ber and treated with the gas 
under high pressure so that it 
jxinneafes the pages even with 
the books closed and stacked on 
shelves. 

Tbe problem Akzo has had to 
overcome is that DEZ is very 
volatile and can ignite when it 
comes into contact with oxygen. 

Jim Hiesennan. rice president 
of marketing fbr Chicago-based 
lithium Con>, said his comply 
is introdudng a process which 
de-ad(fifies and strengthens the 
paper. 


This should allow the recovery 
of some volume that are too 
brittle to be handled, he said. 

Another process, named Wei 
To after the ancient Chinese god 
who protects books, uses an orga- 
nic ma^esium carbonate sus- 
pended in a gaseous solution of 
two types of freon and methanol. 

In a process marketed by Wei 
To associates of Matteson, Illi- 
nois, books are dried in a vacuum 
chamber, saturated with the li- 
quid gas for an hour and then 
dried overnight. 

The National Library of Cana- 
da has used the Wei To process 
since 1981, but observers say the 
project does not treat enough 
volumes at a time to justify a 
large programme. 

The Library of Congress will 
seek bids next year for a long- 
term de acidification projea that 
will treat up to a million volumes 
a year fbr 20 years. 


Total Flexible Solutions 



Mitac. The imelligent solution to 
today's contemporary computer 
needs. 

Sophisticated yet simple. Totally 
0exible yet amazingly affordable. 

The kind of solution that single PC 
users, local area networks and 
Xenix multi users have been waiting 
for . Available in 286 and 386 
models - XT, AT, PS/2 compatibles 
and multi users. 

And with the added professional 
advantage of Comcent's excellent 
support and maintenance facilities. 


Flexible enough? 


MlTAC 



C^jOtHCeaf Trading and Contracting Co. JrO. circle, prince MobammaaSL Pbom 6^-t2-i6/7 



Packing, 

Air Freight Forwardif^, 
Customs Ckaranee, 
Door-to-dOM' Service, 
Ticketing and 
BeservatioD needs, 

(riease call: 

AAfJJV KAWAR & SONS 

Abdd Hamid Sharaf Street 
Sbmeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman, Jordan • 
Tel. 6U4676. 604696 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CAULSOHA 

AT 



Saadi Real Estate 

687821/22 



Tbeflnt&best 
CMneie Restaurant 
biJordan 

I, jsbal Amman, near 
Girls School 




Open daiiy 12:00-3:30 
p.m, 

6:30-Midni^t 




MANDARIN 
Chinese ResUurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
ChiKseFlamingpotisavailahle 

Mw a n my a w a R a hl a 

Opa daiy I2i)0 - IS-X 
I8i}O-23:30 

WadiSaqra Fbad- near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

^ Tel: 661922 V 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAirOTEL 

ike2<|l|l= 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 OAROTLJD 

Idea! Residence For 
Exoatriatesand 
Businessmen 


CHEN’S ^ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

MongoHan Biirbtque fbr 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 816214 

■ Come and taste our 
specialities 

ppe/i daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

V 6:30 - Midnight > 


SrUMOHAlG 

Frofessonal ' Quality in 
1 Hour Serrife 
Develop your colour film at 
oor shop and get;- 


/VJN80 photo 
m 30% tower 


EASTERINj 


* From enfar^^ 

momt 30 X 30 iam 

Suneisam - 0pp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone; 604042 
Swefleh Id: 823891 


PACKING 

DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVaCES. 
INTERSATIOSAL FORW.ARDl.NG, 
AIR SEA FREIGHT 


Ta.:621775 FAX;656 270 

1LX;23 0 23 POB:81S408 

AMMAI^JORDAN 
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DaHy Ramadan Hter 
Buffet 

at Swimming Pool 

ALAEJ^y 

Roof Top Restaurant 

JO 7JN» for aduHs 

JD 9J590 for children 
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Peres seeks rabbis’ support 

(CoBtfained from page 1) Likud Party’s central i 


that be would vote with likud. 

“I cannot support a govem- 
ment under the banner of (trad- 
ing) territoiy fbr peace. I do not 
b^ve in feat way, vdnefa is 
Hk^ to endanger state security 
most gravdy,” be said. 

The Laboor-Likud coalition 
enijapaerf and Shamir wad defeated 
in p^ament five weeks • 
However, Shamir shored up his 
camp Thursday by peisiiading tbe 


Likud Party’s central oommittee 
to ratify a coalition esi’eement 
chat grants four breakaway de- 
puties, led by Economics Minis- 
ter Yitfeak Modai, government 
jobs and safe parliament seats. 

The fight fbr the rabbi’s alle- 
gianoe hm broa^t violence. An 
onknown assailant threw a tear-gas 
grenade into, an Agudat Israel 
meeting in the Tel Aviv suburb of 
Bnei Brak Thursday night, injur- 
ing pine people. 
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Iran searches for oil buyers 


pUB^(R) — Tbewoilddlghit 
is putting tile squeeze on ]£ui, 
<lepeiident on ofl exports for 90 
per cent of tiie hard cnrreo^ it 
needs to inject new life into its 
economy. 

So Tehran is seardung harder 
and harder to find boyers for its 
poor qaa% crude. 

^ “Iran is in an embarassing sitna- 
tion,” one senior <nl indnstry 
analyst said. “It prodoces within 
its OPEC (Organisation of Pet- 
rolemn Exporting Conntries) 
quota, but nnKke other sour 
ande produceis like Kuwait, it 
does not have ai^ outlet to get rid 
of hs oil.** 

Over 20 million baiiels of Ira- 
nain oil have accumuitated in 
world refining centres, pushing 
the price of ban*s crude below 
$12 a barrel, cm* $4 to $3 below its 
January teveU on analysts said. 

That has cost $15 milli on a day 
in lost revenue in the past month, 
analysts estimate. 

Most of Iran's oil exports are of 
sour crude, which contains high 
levels of the poDutant ^phnr but 
yidds less gasoline when refined. 
It is not favoured by most refin- 
ers. 

World oil st^ed a par- 

tial recovery Thursday after 
OPEC announced an emergency 
meeting May 2 to discuss the 
market shiiiqi. 

But market analysts believe the 
huge oil inventories in consnmer 
countries wfil keep prices de- 
pressed during ^ sec(^ quarter 
of the year, aiiatever O^C de- 
cides. 

Iran is in a double bind. It 
caipiot increase hs manufacturing 
ba^ rapidly without diveitmg 
more of ite energy production to 
drive domestic indnstiy. 

But it cannot boost its energy 
prodnction base witiiout eiqrart- 
ing most of the avaflable to 
earn foreign enhange to pay for 


the huge develoimieat costs. 

^ industry somces in the Gulf 
said so far in ^ml Iran's oil 
cjqiorts remained below two mil- 
lion barrels per day (BPD), with 
750,000 going to domestic refin- 
ers, brir^ing its total actual out- 
put to aronDd 2.75 million, cran- 
pared widi a 3.14 miffion OPEC 
quota. 

Altbong^ other members of 
OPEC occeeded ('..siT quotas, 
leading to the current market 
gMt Inn was left witii unsold 
cargoes as buyers shied away 
ftom its ofl in fovour of better 
qualiQr crudes when oil prices 
started to dedine. 

OPEC oo^t is estimated at 
around 24 m^on BPD in April, 
some two to three million over 
IHOjected demand for its oil in the 
second quarter. The excess out- 
put comes mainly from Kut^t, 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and Saudi Arabia. 

ban ata^s dent 

Tranian leaders have kept silent , 
sinoe the price dedme, refraining 
firom criticising the three Arab 
states across toe Golf. 

“Iran {Hobably does not want 
to escalate tmisioa with Saadi 
Arabia as it may work out a 
compromise with Riyadh on 
quotas at toe next OPl^ meet- 
h^*’ an oQ ana^ said. 

But toe Iranian newspaper 
Abrar accused Saudi Arabia 
Wednesday of beii^ tiie “main 
cnl|Hinf* of toe price dedine, 
saying it led Kuwait and the UAE 
to produce above toeir OPEC 
quote. 

Dqtiomatic relatums between 
Iran and Saucfi Arabia have been 
cut sinoe April 1988, bnt the two 
conntries meet in OPEC confer- 
enoes to work out solutions when 
talks are deadlocked. 

Th^ represent opposing fac- 


tions in OPEC Saudi Andxa, 
sdong wito otiier Golf Arab 
prodncers with large oil resovM, 
wants cA prices low to enoonr^ 
worid demand. ^ ' 

Iran wants Mtcd ootpnt 

Iran, along vrito small OPEC 
pioduoeis, want to limit OPEC 
output to earn more in ^ short 
term. 

lian^ total ontpot capacity is 
seen somewhere around 3.2 to 
3.5 piinitMi BPD, following tiie 
resnmptioo of gas injection in 
some fidds to enhance produc- 
tion. 

Iran abo plans to qieod UUions 
of doDais to boost its ofl and 
petFOcfaemicfd facilities, devas- 
tated duriiig tiie Gulf war wito 
Iraq wliidi baited wito a cease- 
fire 10 months ago. 

Iranian oil (rodnction in March 
rose to its quota level of 3.15 
million BPD after it feU as low as 
2.8 million BPD in Fdroary, ofl 
..industry sources say. 

“bi February, Iran kqn a lot of 
ofl on tankers off Kharg Island, 
and sent them off the Europe in 
Miardi,*' cme source said. 

But low firamao i»ices have 
attracted some unlikely custom- 
ers to Iran's main oil loadbig 
tenrunal at Khaig in the riortbern 
Gulf, ofl and shipping sources in 
Che Gulf said. 

They said British Petroleum 
and Stell firom Britain and even 
the Singapore snbsKfiaiy of Cal- 
tex from the United States, have 
loaded oil firom Kharg — even 
tiMudi Britsm and ^ Unoted 
States hare tense potitkal rela- 
tums wito Iran. 

U.S. oonfonies stiU do not 
deal with Iran directly and 
Wastrington pressured its allies in 
Europe dnii^ the Golf war not 
to buy Iranian oil. 


Third World worried 
by focus of trade talks 


PUERTO VALLARTA, Mexico 
(R) — Officials of more than 30 
nations meeting here to discuss 
trade liberalisaticm share a nego- 
tiating table and standardised 
name tags, but some Third World 
nations say their development 
needs are being ass^ned a bad: 
seat. 

“The issues of vital importance 
for the survival of toe economies 
of tiie developing countries have 
not made student progress at 
tills time,** Thailand's Krik-Krai 
Jirapaet, told Retoers Thursday. 

The Thai deputy director 
genera] for foreign tnufe said 
progress in tiie cunent round of 
trade talks under the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) has been “lopsided" in 
fovour of the devek^ed conn- 
tries. 

He said issues such as banldng 
services and patent and copyist 
guarantees hare been pushed into 
toe qxidight because of tiieir 
hnpoitanoe to countries like the 
- United States. 

Consensus still appears far 
aws^ on tiie ksues of textiles and 
agricultuie — boto essential to 
many nations in the developing 
worid — at the disenssion ses- 
skrns at tins Padfic resort. 


The nearly 100 members oi the 
GATT are set to conclude the 
enrrent round of talks, known as 
tiieUn^uay round, by December 
in Bru^ds, but offidals almost 
universally aefcnovied^ progre s s 
has been pamfdlly sl^. 

The Thai <^dal said negptia- 
tions are severely hampered by 
dilutes between toe world's 
wedtoy nations, sndi as the 
stand-off between toe United 
States and the European Com- 
munity (EQ over farm subsidies. 

“It*s time for toe major players 
to show some of tiieir car^,” be 
said, adding that “in order to 
bare a successful round tiiey*Ve 
got to come up with spmetbmg." 

Some of toe worm's less in- 
fluential economies say they are 
eager to j<ro a trwfing 

system, bnt aigne th^ are beiiig 
asked to make concessioDs wtto- 
oot guarantees of trade benefits. 

Many of those countries are 
stniggfing to service enormous 
foreign debte aftera decade of 
severe economic setiiadcs and de- 
qierately need a healthy trade 
trance. 

They would like the GATT to 
do away wito attitudes cme dele- 
gate docribed as more soitable 
for a “ridi man’s dub” ttian an 


international trade organisatkm. 

An Argentine trade official 
said the ddqrs are especially 
wrMrrisome for countries in the 
process of integratii^ themselves 
into worid afoer years of 
protectiomst policies. 

“In ^neral, in the issues which 
are of serious CQDcern to the 
Latin American coontri« we 
have fallen behind,** smd WyKan 
Otrepa, Argentina's director 
gene^ for mnltilateTal affairs. 

Developing countries are borne 
to infant industires, especially in 
the area of serrioes, that most be 
allowed to mature before tiic^ are 
forced to ocm^te wito better 
eqmpped tradmg partners, be 
said. 

U.S. and EC offidak have 
described as largely baseless com- 
iriaints of skewed priorities made 
by develo|Hng nations, articu- 
lated earlier this month in a state- 
ment signed by some GATT 
mranbeis. 

“Even if 1 undrartand some of 
todr concerns, I think... oversim- 
plifying them in a riiarp opposi- 
tioo between devekqied on the 
one hand band developing on the 
otiier is sii^iy not jnstifi^,*’ EC 
Commission Vice-President 
lYans Andriessen told delates. 


Japanese Investment 
flow to Asia seen undimlnished 


TOKYO (R) — Recent d rops in 
tiie vaine of tiie yen and in Tokyo' 
share prices will slow bnt pot st^ 
the flood of Japanese investment 
tiiat is tranriorming mudi of Asia 
into an economic powerhonse, 
ecemomists and traders .said. 

As Japanese finns ^obaHse 
toor ppmtioiis, tiiey are trans- 
ferring prodnetkm to other Asian 
countries, while Japan is in- 
creasii^ repladng the U.S. as a 
market tor Asian exports. 

But this shift has been selec- 
tive. Nortii Korea, Banna and 
die tiiree countries of Indochina 
are emlDded from the new Asian 
economic dob, and China is still 
not a fan mmnber. 

Official figures tiiow tiiat in tiie 
first half of the 1989 finandal 
year, which ended last monto, 
Japan invested $30.8 bilKon over- 
seas, against 47 biQion a year 
befero. 

Asia accounts for about 12 per 
cent of toe total, or about 20 per 
cent of manufactinug investmeot 
ahme. 

Kenji Numata, a re^onal plan- 
ning manager for Asia and 
Ocrania at MBtsitoishi Coipora- 
tiott said the drop in the yen, 
srincta has lost 20 per cent of its 
value the dollar over the 
last year, might have a sbort-tenn 
effect on the inve stm e n t jfiow but 
the fundamental trend would not 
change. 

Tricaaki Saito, general mana- 
ger of the Asia and Oceania 
departmrat at Marobeni Cor- 
poratkm, said no-one expected 
the yen to remain at the current 
level for a long time. 

''Japan's role will be providing 
capital, tedmdogy, management 


and knowhow,” Saito said. 
“ASEAN (Association of Sooth 
East Asian Nations) and later 
west Ada will produce textiles, 
li^t industry aito madiiiiery and 
the NIQ (Newly Industrialised 
Countries) higher-technology 
itmns." 

The NlCs are Souto Korea, 
Taiwan, Singapore and Hong 
Kong. 

Tte division of labour in an 
integrated Asian eomomy is in 
part a result of the flood of 
Japanese investment into Aaa 
after the plaza accord of Septem- 
ber 1985 when tiie seven major 
indndrial conntries agreed to re- 
value the yen. 

Ja{»nese firms invested more 
in other Asian conntries in 1986- 
88 than in tiie vriude 1951-1980 
period, as tii^ esc^ied rising 
domestib costs and avoided 
worsening U.S.^apan trade fric- 
tion by eqxffting to America 
from dsevriiere in Ada. 

“The worid is develqdng into 
three markets, the Unit^ States, 
Europe, and Japan and East 
Asia,** said Gorota Kume, a 
senior economist at tiie Export- 
Import Bank of Japan. “Hxms 
will move to produce in markem 
rriiere toe draiand is." 

Nnmata said Mg conqianies 
were setting up headquarters in 
each of thiM T^tons, vrith con- 
dderable autonomy and their 
own research and devdopment 
capdnlity. 

Japan^ Asian investment first 
went to tile NICs and Thailand 
and is qneading into Mriayda, 
TUiqqnnes and fodonesia, all of 
whkto set policies to attract 
Japmnese ca^tal. 


fiadoduDa, Latin America, the 
NGddle East and Africa also 
sought Japanese investment but 
have reedved little. 

The NICs are losing toeir 
^ipeal to manufisetorers becanse 
of realipimeats of tiieir c ni re n - 
des against toe U.S. dollar, 
labour shortages, less docile 
workers and the lorn of preferen- 
tial U.S. tariff treatment. 

But their rapid economic 
growto and rising living standards 
are attracting Japanese invest- 
ment in property, hotels, bankiiig 
and dqxutmeat stores, 

Saho said tiiat, over tiie next 
draade, lotdia and Bangladesh 
woidd be recipients of invest- 
ment, with Thailand and 
Malayan bcooming NICs and toe 
existiiig NICs beoomiiig shnilar to 
Jiqian, vrindi will meanwhile be- 
come an ova growing maritet for 
toeir goods. 

Koto disooiinted tiie idea that 
Aaa could ftnm an oamondc 
grouping similar to die European 
Community (EC) that Japan 
amid fall on if EC and U.S. 
protectionisio k^ out its goods, 
“The poimlalion of proqierons 
Asian countries is small. The 
Eorcqiean and American marisets 
cannot be neglected,” he said. 
“While trade in this reghm will 
grow, such as Asian tqition is not 
practical." 

Indochina continues to be esc- 
cinded, debate attenqrts by '\Tet- 
nam and Laos to attract forogn 
investment, while the U.S.^ 
Western bc^cott of H^oi re- 
mains in pim. 

“Japanese official aid to Viet- 
nam has been suqieiided since 
1979," Kmno said. 



Eui Otto 

Bundesbank 
takes the 
offensive 
in union 


FRANKFURT (Agencies) — 
The Bundesbank, West’ Ger^ 
many's independent central 
bank, is taking the ofifensive to 
win baddng fix hs comroveraial 
proposal to sw^ East German 
ma^ for west German marks at 
a general rate of two to one. 

As temperatiires rise in the 
debate over the terms of German 
monetary union, normally reti- 
cent Bundesbank officials are 
going on national and tepoiial 
televiison programmes and board 
membera bare given a series of 
newspaper articles and inter- 
views. 

“The Bundesbank is arguing 
that it has bemi misunderstood,^ 
said Citibank ^^ce . President 
Martin Wiedmatm. 

The central bank says a two- 
for-one sw^ rate is essential to 
allow East German firms to repay 
tiieir massire ddrts and to pre- 
vent a sharp rise in monMary 
growto triggering a sharp rise in 
inflatioiiary pressures. 

The onfy ereqition to the two- 
for-one swap rate would be the 
first 2,000 nmrfcs ($1 JOO) of per- 
sonal satvings' wi^ should be 
s w a yed at par, it says. 

At present, toe East German 
mark cannot be freely exchanged 
for otiier cnrrencies. On the bbdr 
maricet it is worth about 20 West 
Gemum pfonmngs ($0.12) trinle 
at the official tourist rate it is 
worth 33 pfennigs ($0.20). 

The Bundestmnk’s proposal 
has qrih tiie West German gov- 
ennnent in Bonn and offidak in 
tiilb East, iw^ding new Prime 
Ministe Lothar de Maiziere, 
have tamed it down. 

In a speedi to East Germany's 
new firMly elected parliament 
Thursday, de Maiziere rejected 
pressure for a two-to-one 
rate, saying East German di^aity 
and proper ty were at stake. 

“We (two Germanys) must 
reach an accord tiiat ensure 
East German citizens do not get 
the feeling tiiey will beotnae 
second-dass citizens,” the Christ- 
ian Democratic leader said. 

In the latest television iqipear^ 
anoe by central baito o&ials, 
Bundetinnk FRsideiit Kail Otto 
Poehl said Thnrsday the Bundes- 
bank plan bad been misinter^ 
preted. 

The p ropo sa ls would not lead 
to a hahing of East Germany’s 
already low wages because wages 
would be raised before monetary 
nnion was set, Poehl said. 

And in a mag*™* interview 
earlier in tiie week, central bank 
depufy Preadeot ffehnut Sdile- 
siiiger warned tiiat toe Bundes- 
bank could be forced to tighten 
mooetaiy pcdiqr if the wrong 
monetary union exchange rate 
was set. It was Sdilesinger*s 
second interview on tins topic in 
less tiian a week. 

Bondesbank board member. 
Guenter Stoidi has also appeared 
on r^onal televirion, eirqihasis- 
ing an East German mark 
not have the same vaine as a 
West German ma^" 

Economists said die Bundes^ 
bank was trying to lia^ tiie poli^ 
tical damage caused when its 
{ocqxisals were leaked to the 
pr es s last monto. Bnt they noted 
rigns that the Bundesba^ may 
be ready to oom;«omuc on some 
elements of its proposaL 

Grim figures 

Nearly 160,000 industrial and 
coDstructioa workers other left 
or lost toeir jobs in tiie past year 

as Eatt Gomany began to riiake 
off 40 years of GonBmmism, gov^ 
enmieut economic ofBaafc said 
Wednesday. 

As tiie new government tt- 
leased tiie first offidal unmploy^ 

meat statistics, the labour miiris- 
ter called for employment 
guarantees to be part ^ any {toi 
for unification with West Ger- 
many. 

Tte gov ernm ent, in tiie most 
detailed figures rdeased in East 
Geimaify, described a grim eco- 
nomic landscape of denting |ro- 

duction. 

East German industrial ouqnit 
feQ by five per cent tintmg frie 
first quarter of tills year oom- 
paied to the same poiod in 1989, 
said tile goven u neuft rfwaf stat- 
istician, Arno Don^ 


Br^il plan has wealthy 
running to psychiatrists 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazfl 
(AP) — President Fernando 
CoDor de Mello’s drastic eco- 
nomic plan has Brazilian 
pq^chiatiists woriong overtime 
to 0 ve tiie nation's weal^ a 
shoulder to cry on. 

*Tre been worim^ 14 hours 
a day since the plan was 
annoonoed. The rid feel a 
mixtore of panic, astonisb- 
rnent, anger, and dqne s sion, 
and want to talk about it," 

said Flavk) Gikovate, due^ir 
of tiie Listitate of Psychotber- 
apy. 

Collar decreed his plan 
Mardi 16, one day after taring 
office. It set an 18-monto 
free ze on savings aoooonts oi 
more than $1,200. It also limits 
vrithdrawab from money mar- 
ket fonds to $600, or 20 per 
cent of an account, vriii^ever 
is greater. 

The measure froze about 
$115 billion — 80 per cent of 
all bank deposits. 

Most of Brazfl’s poor major- 
ity were not directiy hit, as few 
h^ savings tiiat were affected. 
And with record inflation dras- 
tically reduced during the past 
mmito, many of the worse-off 
say th^ sainriga are buying 
more. 

But the wealthy are hinting, 
financially and psychologically. 
According to tiie prominent 
newsweeUy Veja, at least two 
deaths bare lesofted directiy 
from CoUor*s “new Bra^ 
lAan." 

A Sao Paulo lawyer identi- 
fied only as Walter Z. had hk 
entire life's savn^ frozen in a 
bank and was imable to pay 
debts. He shot hunself to deato 
tiiree weeks after tiie plan was 
decreed. 

And 39-yea^M At^ Rod- 
rigues, a married friths of two 
who bad aimnsr all proceeds 
frozen fircMn the sale of ^ 
Paulo home and bar, died of a 
heart attack. 

While most wealtliy Brari- 
lians hare adapted to their new 
circumstances with less 
trauma, many are still reeling 
frran t^ Mow. 

“For toe poor, money is 
simply a means of bi^g 
tirii^ For the lidb, mon^ 
means states. Mar^ of my pa- 
tients are depressed because 


they can no longer afford the 
lif^yle tiiey were aoco s tomed 
to airi fed tiimr social standiiig 
has fdiea," Gikovate said. 

“Brazil's rich are very 
spofled. The poor have always 
paid for the country's difficnl- 
ties and the wealto are not 
used to sacifficing," be added, 
AnotiieT Sao Fteilo pqpdoat- 
list, Muoelo Buikbaid Sob- 
, rinho, said bis work load has 
incieased 40 per cent smoe tiie 
(dan was aimoiniced. ' 

“I tiioiigbt Fd lose dients as 
they'd be short on money, bnt 
Ws just the (qiporite. Those 
uho cant pay now are b^giiig 
me to keep thou on, vritii 
pro mis e s timt theytl pay as 
soon as possible," he said. 

The psychiatrist joked tiiat the 
content of his sessions had 
dianged so drastically, he was 
coiriderii^ a in eco- 
nomics. 

“Before tiie plan, it was tiie 
nsual talk of sex, lore, careers, 
riiyness, and insecurities. Now at 
ie^ 70 per cent d die time u^ 
clients talk about tiie ecoaomic 
plan,” the said 
Rio analyst Joige Alberto Cos- 
ta e Silva said 1 ^ middledass 
may have been harder bit tiian 
the ridi. 

“Teenty per cent of $1,000 is 
nod^, 20 per cent of $1 
miUion can go a way toward 
easing die pain,” he said, refer- 
ring to toe Bmit on money market 
vritiidrawals. 

Costa e Sitva, who in May 
assumes tiie luesklen^ of tiie 
Genevarbased Worid Association 
of ^rduatry, said the nriddle- 
dass was “oiplmned” by CoUor*s 
me a s u res. 

“Bank savigns gave many peo- 
(rie the oppwt nnh y to diem, to 
make {dm for die fhtme. Tbtf s 
been taken away and fm many in 
the middloclasB, fife now means 
onfy eating, wearing, and giring 
to bed,” be said. 

The analysts said he knew of at 
least 10 suidde atteoqits that 
were related to desperation 
caused by the pdan, a ninnber he 
called “fri^inmingfy faijgh-" 
Weal^ Brazilians with AIDS 
are havii^ an eqiedally (fifficnlt 
time de^ng with toe bank 
freeze. 


AmMAIi EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday, A|Mrfi 19, 1990 
Centni Bank official rates 


U.S. dolir 
Pound Steiiiig 
DentKlienwric 
Swift franc 



<ZaH 

RpodcIi franc 

119J) 

J19.T 

^7 


JqMuese yen Oor 100) 

424.5 

4274) 

6694) 

' 673J0 

Dutch giddar 

3S5.1 

357.2 

1096.8 

1103.4 

SmuSkli crawu 

109S 

na6 

399.7 

402.1 

ItaBm lifa ^ 100) 

54.5 

54.8 

4S1J 

454.2 

Betsian fraae (for 10) 

193.1 

194J 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Fcdlovring are the buying and sdling rates for 
leading worid correncies and gcrid against tte dollar at midday on 
the LmidoD foreigD exdiange and bnfiion mar ietta Friday. 

One Steriiiig 
One U.S. dollar 


1.6415/25 

U.S. dollar 

1.161S/25 

Canatfian dollar 

1.6815/20 

Dentsdieiiiaits 

1.8920/25 

Ditidi gufldeis 

1.4835/45 

Swiss francs 

34.81/86 

Belpan francs 

5M7S/6S2S 

Ffendi francs 

1235/1240 

Italian lire 

157.48/58 

Japanese yen 

6.0960/1010 

Swedish crowns 

6.5305/55 

Norwi^an crowns 

6.400Q/S0 

Daniri) crowns 

376.60G77.00 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


By Reuters 

SVlnvfiY — The share market ended the week alig tirty 
after a day of torectioiiless tratong and flwi vcdimies. The All 
Ordinaries Index ended 3.0 down at 1492.2. 

TOKYO — Share {Hioes dosed broadly down but off their lows on 
pre-weekend selfing and profit-daring leiaforced by mioertaiiify 
over the yen. The Nikkei fridex dosed 109.97 down at 29,f^.44. 

HONG KONG — Hong Kong’s Uue stocks gai^, down 
weariy 30 points in nddmonung trwle, rebounded ahead of ^ 
dose on European bnyiog. The Haig Index dosed 0.37 
lower at 3,067.30, weD above the day's km. 

SlNGAFCHtE — Pikes ended tiie day weaker across the board on 
fight liquidation by institutions and local and] investon in diin 
and duU tradiiig. The Straits Times Indnstiial Index retreated 8.46 
to 1J20.56. 

BOMBAY — Share prices rose sharfdy in bride new app pm F 
trading, debate higha contango (carry-forward) changes. The 
Bombay Stock Exchange Index shot up 28.21 points to 78736. 

FRANKFURT — West Gfeman share pikes ended sBghtly 
higiiCT, bnt off ‘the hi^is of the day, wito aedvify mostly 

lestncfed to position squaring ahead of tiie weekend. The 
30-diare Dax Index rose 5.46 points to 1 J8433. 

ZURKB — Gains in industrial shares were countered by slight 
losses in banks and insurance. The All-Sbare SPl Index closed 3.1 
poiots in^tier at lower at 1,070. 

PARIS — Foreign buying pndied bine dup higher. Suez was op 
630 ftancs in the mondiig to 49730. Peugeot rise five to 804. 

U)NDGN — British coal pension funds offered £1B3 billion for 
dode Investment, The first bid of the year for an FTSE-lOO 
conqMny* But tiie inda was budged only dUitiy W riiw and 
dosed up 2.4 at 2,187.1. 

NEW YORK — ^ bond prices held down shares. At 1637 GMT 
the Dow Jones industrials were 3J2S poiirts lower at 2,708.^ 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FCm SATURDAY AFRE. 21, 1990 
By Thomas S. Pieman. A&mtoger. Carrd Foundation 

property should be done cariy 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
leaDy great div whoi yOD can Start 
afresh to ttnk-out what you want 
from life and uhen otbws vnll be 
inteiested in hearing about yov 

pinnnaring plans SOi DCW dCQ- 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Yon can eaify <fisa» wito paitners 
bow to 800 ^ an opport^ty to 

feege ahead but aOM yoor ideas go 
off on a tangent and you need to be 
letkieiit. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to Mfy 2(0 
You will fU work can go aloi^ 
evity by pitching in at it ns die day 
Opens but later you want to'make 
some changes wfaidi would be most 
nowte. 

(XMXNb (May 21 to June 21) 
Early dns mornnig make wipoint- 
ments for the good times that you 
wish m dm fotme, then ose care in 
oommitting yourself to eaqie o s i ve 
pl essnr es. 

MOON emUDSEN: (June 22 to 
Jdy 21) You can arra^ to have 
mote harmony in your home in the 
fflonung but in the evening don't ' 
let aiiytiihig connected widi an 
mfiuential man cause pcoUems. 

UEO; (July 22 to Aegost 21) Think 
aboot irtiat yon can do to gun 
inore siqiport m dm moniing from 
usoal Gompaaioiis but later don’t 
try to get them to entu- into a new 
project widi yon. 

VIRGO: (Almost 22 to September 
22) Whatever yon can do to en- 
hance vahie or qipeannee nf your 


later you fold extra expenses could 

be prMubited. 

liBRA: (Sq«cinber23toOct<^ 
22) You can early get yourself m 
tbe pink of condition by attention 
to your own needs but later a 
partner with inflated sense of 
woetfa can t&cress you. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Private goals can be 
readied early by eoncentipng 

upen them so get them behind you 

early so yon ^ be ride to coast 
akog later in die day. 
SAGI1TARIU5: (Nwember 22 to 
December 21) Contact a goM 
frieod early who can hdp you vnm 
that pet project and make quidt 
process together for later the 
onaMtnnity vanishes. 
CAPRICCHtN: (Dewmber 22 to 

January 20) Get out in the worid of 
vocation or piil^ affoirs eariy and 

in«i»» yonr marie with them but 
later a seerd worry can ke^ you 
from 

AQUARII5: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Kfeny new ideas flarii 
dmxigh your early that are 
very good for you to pursue so 
don't loiter but get at them for 
later demancfii^ friend takes your 
time. 

PISCES: Rbniary 20 to Marcb 20) 
Put into motion eufy whatever yon 
have agreed to do for yew mate 
awd then yon wodd be wise to be 
exact in handUi^ any and all 
obfigations. 


THE Daily Crossword by Disns C. Baldwin 


ACROSS 
1 Took off 
5 He loved Rosa 
9 B — , TX 

13 Wander 

14 Part of a word 

15 Bone cavities 
17 Innocent one 

20 Lukewarm 

21 Celtic 

22 Rough trip ' 

23 Bevator man 
2S Moves like 

63A 

27 Expand 

30 Have being 

31 Heavy metal 

32 Radames' 
beloved 

35 Pointer 

39 Grain morsel 

40 License 

42 Before for 
Keats 

43 Military 
student 

45 Skidded 

46 Layered 
mineral 

47 Permit 

49 Lhasa native 
51 Respires 

56 Muse number 

57 Merit . 

58 FruK drinks 
60 Water Mrhoel 
63 Faithless 

frieiKf - . 

66 Solution 
strength 

67 Tiny particle 

68 Upon 

69 Biscuit or 
cracker 

70 Plants 

71 Layers 

DOWN 
1 Col. gp. 

' 2 Earring site 

3 Disappear 

4 Chaigito 

5 Onaseis fo 
some 

6 Chime sound 

7 Bits 

8 Ms Merman 



eiSOOTfibuna Ma(M Sarvlen, ItM. 
All nghto AaMrwct 


9 Touch 
clumaily 

10 One more 

11 Cache 

12 Command 
16 Inquires 

18 Rewse texts 

19 Director Kazan 
2A Cicatrix 

26 Mine car 

27 SpUl over 

28 River duck 

29 Hurries 

33 State: abbr. 

34 Mine entrance 

36 Say over 

37 Killer 
whale 

36 Detach from 
dependence 

40 Iambi 

41 Norse god 
44 ObUterated 
46 Certain 

candelabrum 
48 Bangkok 
nativa 


Vastarday's Puzria Satveil: 


nnnpi nrannn 
□nnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nrinnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnfini 
nnn nnn 
nnr$ rannn nrirarartn 
nnfan nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnna 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nnn 
nno Hnn 
nninrinnnfiEinmaci 
nnnnji nnnn nrinf] 
nnnni™ nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnna nann 


so A Crosby 

51 Rneat 

52 Indian queens 

53 Lyric muse 

54 Perber and 
Millay 

55 Fracas 


59 Display 

61 "The bird — 
the wing" 

62 Vipers 

64 Age of note 

65 Printera' 
measures 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



"I’ve intensified my exercise 
program. I’m up to 60 chews 
per mouthful!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORDCMME 
byHanrtAmoldandBobl.ee 


UrtscramMe these four Jumbles, r I II 1 
oneisnertoeaehaquarMofonn 
four ordinary words. 


SILAA 


mmmm 





nxi 


CELLOA 


zni 

ww\ 



KLUSCE 


^ X ^ k V 


□ 


HOW MUCH PIC? 

A BELTUfiEP 
TO COST? 

^ ananga the circled fetters to 
form the surprise answer, aa etu- 
ssstsd by the above cartoon. 




II 


Yeatenhg^s 


(Answers tomofiDw) 

JumbtoR COMET GUILT SUNDAE EFFACE 

What he flnaiV teamed how to do while lytna 
on the psychtautst’s couch— 

STAND ON HfS OWN FEET 
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MinwaU seeks to sink 
Villa’s fading title hope 


LONDON (R) — MOlwall, 
alieacfy rdegat^ from the fim 
(fivisioa, plan to sink Aston VO- 
la's fBSt-fadiiig Engi^ soccer 
dunqnondiip hopes Saturday. 

The London dab, the first to 
take the pinnge, notdied np their 
last league win against second- 
placed ViBz at the den in Decem- 
ber and are keen for a repeat 
perfonnance to end the season 
with a floniidi and impress new 
manager Bmce Riodi. 

the years we have a 
■fwrly good tec^ against 
faiH Millwall defender Alan 
McLeaiy. “So if we go there with 
the rij^t atdtnde we could sor- 
jffise them again.** 

“Having a new manager will 
also give ns a bit of an extra 
boost. We have got V3la, Aise- 
nal •. and Chelsea to play so 
they’re three big names,” he said, 
confi^t of npsetting the odds. 

The matdi will have azi added 
significance for Millwall fans 
since it win be the firm time ttaeit 
former striker Tony Cascarino 


has played his old dab since 
moving to Vnia Park for £1.5 
millron ($2.4 million). 

“It a^l be nice to see hhn 
^ain and another incentive for 
us to do well,’* said McLeaiy. 
“He’s been playing fairly well 
altiioagh fae*s not been in the 
goals. Hopefully I won’t see too 
mndi of him berause the ball 
be down the other end." 

Cascarino scored when KGDvfaD 
beat Villa 2-0. 

Leaders Liverpool, two points 
dear of Villa wkb one game in 
hand and the championship with- 
in Aeir grasp, coukl be without 
dieir Ireland international mid- 
fielder Ronnie Whelan for the 
borne game against sixth-placed 
Qielsea. 

Whelan limped off during 
Liverpool’s 1-1 draw at cham- 
pions Arsenal Wednesday and 
remains doubtfol. 

Manager Kenny Dalglish, 
whose team only needs eight 
points to clinch an unprecedented 
ISth league title, also has to 
dedde on the conditioD of Eng- 


land striker Peter Beardsdy and 
Scotland defender Gary Giilespe 
before naming his squad. 

Manchester United, finally &ee 
of relegation worries and with an 
F.A. Oip final to look forward 
fo. visit fourth-placed Tottenham 
for what promises to be a game to 
remember. 

Mark RoUns, scorer of six 
goals in the last six games, has 
recovered from a calf-strain and 
starts the match. 

"The players are enjoying their 
games after taking a lot of stick at 
one period. They are probably 
wishing the season could go on 
for another three months," said 
manager Alex Ferguscm. 

Dereby ejqrect to have England 
goalkeqser ^ter Shilton back in 
action for the game with Norwich 
after a thumb injury ruled him 
out of Monday's 2-1 defeat at 
Eveiton. 

At the bottom of the dirision, 
Luton could be relegated if they 
lose to Arsenal aaid Sheffield 
Wednesday pick up a point at 
Queen’s Raxk Ran^rs. 


Jugoplastika wins European 
basketball Champions Cup 


£ 

a 


ZARAGOZA, Spain (AP) — 
JiQopiastika defeated F.C. Bar- 
cdona 72-67 Thursday to win its 
second straight Ennqiean Chani- 
piins Cap basketbaO title. 

Guard Toni Knkoc’s 20 points 
paixd the Yu^>slavs, vriio took 
the lead five minutes into the 
gioie and withstood a late surge 
by Bareelonal 

liiie key to Ji^oplastika’s win 
was converting Barcelona’s 10 
lost bells and making fewer mis- 
takes in its offenave play. Barce- 


lona made only 22 of S3 shots 
from the field, or 41 per cent. 

Earlier in the day, Limoges of 
France defeated Axis Salonika 
103-91 to take third {dace in the 
final four tournament. 

Limoge's Ame rican foiwards, 
Don Orilins and hficbael Brooks, 
pumped in 26 pants as did centre 
Stei^ane Ostrowsld, who also 
had IS rebounds. 

The French team dominated 
tile Greeks desfnte a 43-point 


performance by star goard Nikos 
Gallis and 29 points from Amer- 
ican forward Mike Jones. The 
first half ended nitii IJmoges 
ahead S4-S1. Aiis led briefiy only 
once, in the first five minotes of 
the game. 

In the championship game, 
Jngoplastika led Barcelona for 
most of the second half, jumping 
oat to a 59-50 lead. Bnt Barcelo- 
na diaiged back to even at 59-59 
vritfa a three-pointer 1:^ Ignacio 
Solozabal with 6:13 left. 


E 


World champion Le Moignan 
beaten in British Open squash 


LONDON (R) — Maitine Le 
hl(figaacr,*^tte rei^ii^Vforld 
cfaai^oa, was elimmated by En- 
glish compatriot Sozanne Homer 


in the third round of the British 
Open squash championships- 
Thursday. 

Fourth seed Le Moignan, 



* : "C 


QOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAR SHARIF 
a TANNAH HIRSCH 
&i9N Tiibuiw MaOia Sanwaa, Ine. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 



Q.l~As South, vulnerable, you 
bdd: 

6J107652 'TAQS 0A63 *7 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Soath West Nortb East 
1 Pass 2 ^ Pass 

? 

Wbat do you bid now? 

Q.2— Neiiber vulnerable, as South 
you hold; 

WQ109753 *70493 v7 4K6 

The bidding has proceeeded: 

West North East Sontb 

3 Pass Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

QJ-~Neiiher mlnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4484 7Q10874 08 *AK64 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 0 DU 7 

What acdoo do you take? 


Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
bold: 

4A3 7AJ86 0K43 4KQ42 

Partner opens the bidding with three 
/tiainftiMU. What do you respond? 

Q,5_Ndther vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4K65 96 0 9732 4AQ643 

Hie bidding has proceeded: 

West North East Sooth 

19 2 0 3 0 ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.6— As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

4KJ10432 9A96 0103 *92 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East Sooth 

1 NT Pass Pass 7 

What action do you take? 

Look for answers on Monday. 


-:=^FOR SALE 

CALL WRO AT 65^025 FROM S30 TO 4.00 


beaten finalist last jrear, lost.4-9, 
-9-Sr6:9,-9-5, 9--^to 12th-se«ied 
Homer, udio has now defeated 
the world diampion tiiree times 
this season. 

Homer, who advances to the 
quarter-finals, beat Le Magnan 
in the semifinals of the British 
National championships in De- 
cember and the final of the East 
rtf England Open in Febmaiy. 

Le Moignan appeared to have 
overcome the Homer jinx when 
she led by two games to one and 
4-0 in the foui%. Bnt she tired 
rapidly as Homer struck back to 
win tte matdi in 34 minutes. 

The defeat ended a remarkable 
run by Le Moignan, who had 
reached at least the quarter-finals 
of the British Open every year 
since 1960. 

In Saturday’s quarter-finals 
Homer will play Australian sixth 
seed Robyn Lamboume, who 
beat Babette Hoogendoom of the 
Netiierelands 9-7, 9-4, 9-5. 

Top-seeded New Zealander 
SnsRii Devoy, who is aiming to 
win the British Of>en tide for the 
seventh year in succession, world 
t nimher nin e Rebecca Best of 
Ireland in Just 28 minutes. 

World number three Lisa 
Ope, triio has been a beaten 
finaKgt at the British. Openw 
four occasions, recovered from 
the brink of defeat to beat Eif 
giidi compatriot Sue Wright, 
^ranked 15 places below her on the 

worid ranking list. 


Qneizia 


rainbow 


Tel: 625155 


raiders 


Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh.l 
Abdoun and marV othor !oca-| 

lions. . , r 

For more information' 
pisase caii 
Abdoiiin Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY 
Waei Real Estate 
Tel! 816689. 810605 _l 


Ballesteros 
slumps in 
Spanish 
tournament 

MADRID, Spain (AP) — Five 
players shot 67s Thursday to 
share the first-round lead in tiie 
Madird Open, vriiile defending 
champion Seve Ballesteros 
slump^ to a 76 and was tied for 
128th place. 

The leaders, all at 5-under par, 
were Australians Mike Harwood 
and Rodger Davis, Spaniards 
KGguel Angel Tunenez and Jose 
Rivero, and American Rick Hart- 
maim. 

Six other playen shot 4-under 
par 68s to share sixth place on the 
6,981-yard Puerto de Hierro 
course. 

Ballesteros, Spain’s top gttffer, 
complained thm he and 1^ pre- 
gnant wife. Carmen, were con- 
tinually harassed by a horde of 
Spanish photographers. His wife 
the course before Ballesteros 
had finished his round, which 
included two double bo^ys. 

Hartmann, who was bom in 
New York state and now makes 
his home in London, broke par 
on all fonr of the course’s par-5 
holes. 

He knocked in a 30-foot putt 
for an eagle on the 530-yard 
18th, wtiidi he reached with a 
driver and a 3-iron. 

"The winds were really with 
me today," said the 31-year-old 
Hartmann, whose best previous 
finish in six years on the tour was 
a second place in the Lawrence 
Batley International in 1985. “I 
had never played this coarse be- 
fore where I could get on the 
par-5s in two." 

Jimenez, 25, regarded as one of 
the rising young stars on the PGA 
European tour, birdied his first 
two holes on his way to a 33 on 
the front nine. 


All-women 
crew stirs up 
Whitbread race 


FORT LAUDERDALE, Florida 
(AP) — The first all-female crew 
in the Whitbread Round the 
Worid Yacht Race is conquering 
sexian along with icebergs, tfaun- 
derstoms 50-foot (15-metre) 
waves. 

The Maiden, a 58-foot (17.7- 
metre) yacht sidppered by Traqr 
Edwa^ of Great Britain, out- 
raced all other boats in its dass 
Airing two legs of the prestigions, 
32,9324iauti(^ mile race, win- 
ning two coveted beefeater 
trophies. 

"Starting tiie race was great — 
a teal kick in the eye for all the 
people who said we couldn’t do 
it," Edwards said. "Everyone 
was thinking T hope they get 
round in one piece.’ We were 
thinking, ’God, I hope we win 
this.'” 

Edwards is a 27-year-old pro- 
fessional sailor who lives not far 
from Southampton, England, 
where the race began last 
September. 

"1 found some pMple’s atti- 
tudes just frightenin^y ignor- 
ant," she said. “Marketing men 
would say, ‘a bundi of women 
miiing around the world, how 
bloody stupid. What if they all 
dier*’ 

Edwards, who began saili^ at 
17 said, her all-female crew is the 
focus of attention in this year's 
Whitbread race. 

"If we get beaten by another 
boat we won’t be ashamed of it," 
she said. "They pnsh their boats 
to the limit to stay in front of us." 

Maiden, whi^ finished the 


5,475 nautical-mile (10,140- 
kflometre) leg from Punta Del 
Este, Uruguay, last Saturday 
ranks third among the five boats 
in its class. The final dash across 
the Gulf stream to Portsmouth, 
England, begins May 5, 

More than 400 women from all 
over the world applied for spots 
on the Maiden's crew. Edwards 
finally chose 11 from En^and, 
France, Holland, New Zealand 
and the United States, and got 
financial support from the Royal 
Jordanian airline. 

"They felt a certain kinship 
with us," Edwards said. "Jordan 
b a small country, where women 
are roughly equal, battling 
against the odds with no natural 
resources." 

Still, many sailors expected 
Maiden to trail behind the other 
22 boats in the grueling race, 
which has taken them from Eng- 
land to Uruguay, east of Austra- 
lia and New Zealand and around 
the tip of South America before 
stopping at Uruguay again and 
heading north to Fort Lauder- 
dale, Honda. 

"People said we wouldn’t have 
the strength. And once we 
proved that wrong, they said we’d 
never get along," Edwards said. 
“But ^er you stay together for 
33,000 miles (53,000 kilometres) 
and you trust your life to 11 other 
people, it’s pretty difilcult not to 
get on. We have our arguments, 
but it's over in five minutes. It has 
to be — you can't live wicha 
grudge on a boat." 



Milan, Napoli appear 
headed for a playoff 


MILAN, Italy (AP) — A.C. 
Milan and Napoli appeared 
headed for a rare Italian league 
title plajiroff, tied at 47 points 
only two ganies' left.' 

In Sunday's penultimate round 
of the 34-round diampionship, 
tire two league leaders ^ay diffi- 
cult away matches. 

Victory is their only option. If 
NapoK and Milan end the regular 
season with the same number of 
poults overall, the league title will 
be decided by a playoff on a 
neutral field. 

"At tins point we must tiiink of 
pkkmg iq> four pants out of the 
two last matches. Any other re- 
sult would mean the loss of the 
title," said Milan’s manager, 
Arri^ Saocfai. 

Milan, udiicfa bad some extra 
work Wednesday night udien it 
fought Bayern Mnni& to earn a 
beiA in the fina) of the Cham- 
pions Cup, appears more tired 


than Napoli, which has been long 
eliminated from European Cup 
play. 

~But Milan team officials said 
the prospect of adaieving an. un- 
precedented “grand slam" of soc- 
cer, including prize money, 
riiould provide incentive and sta- 
mina. 

Milan, winner of Intercon- 
tinental Cup last December, b in 
the ranning for the league title, 
the Cup of Champions and the 
Cup of Italy. 

The only title playoff in Italy’s 
soccer hbtory dates to 19M, 
when Bologna defeated Interna- 
zionale of MUan. 

Sunday, Milan plays Verona, 
udiich b strag^ing to avoid re- 
legation to the second division, 
while Napoli feces Bologna, a 
t«im hungry for points to gain a 


berth 

Cup. 


in next season's UEFA 


The Maiden on high seas 

Edwards and her crew share 
spartan quarters on the Maiden, 
sleeping in four-hour shifts in 
fold-down bunks. The boat is 
built for speed and stripped of 
any non-essential items, like a 
refrigerator. The crew eats no- 
thing but freeze-dried food on the 
ocean. 

"It’s the most time l*ve ever 
spent with a bunch of women," 
said Dawn Riley of Detroit, a 
watch leader on the Maiden and 
the only U.S. woman in the race. 

"I don't think we started out to 
prove anything," said Riley, who 
wants to sail for the U.S. Olympic 
team after the Whitbread. "We 
already knew we could sail on a 
par with men. W'e just had to let 
them know." 

The women proved their met- 
tle on the frigid southern ocean, 
where yachts rode 50-foot (15 
metrel waves and dodged 
icebergs, whales nearly punc- 
tured the bows of two boats, and 
ice covered the decks of the fleet. 

"I've been anxious a couple of 


times, but I've never actually 
been frightened." Edwards said. 
"When everyone’s shouting and 
running around, gathering saib, 
you haven't got time to be fright- 
ened. You're fighting for your 
life.'’ 

Edwards says success in the 
Whitbreadi has nothing to do 
with ’gender. 

“It's how professional your 
team and crew are," she said. 
"The race is half won before you 
cross the starting line." 

Still, the Maiden sailors are not 
above flaunting their femininity. 
Just before arriving to thousand 
of fans in Fort Lauderdale Satur- 
day, they traded their faded uni- 
forms for swimsuits and posed for 
the crowds. 

"We ne%'er wanted to be male 
clones," Edwards said. "We're 
women and enjoy sailing — that 
doesn't mean you need to be 
mariio. I didn’t want people to 
think we're big, hanking gorillas. 
I wanted to prove that anyone 
can enjoy sailings." 


COMMUNIQUE 

Madame Kammermann at Monsieur Milie, D6l6gu6s au 
CSFE seront k Amman du 20 au 23 avril. 

' Un bureau sera mis k leur disposition k I'Ambassade de 
France le dimanche 22 avril de 15 H30 A 17 H30 afin que 
les Franoais d6sireux de les rencontrer puissent le faire. 
Una reception sera organis6e an leur honneur le m#me 
jour de 19 H-fr 20 H30. k laquelle tous les Frangais sent 
Gonvids. 
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Ceasefire takes effect in Nicaragua 


Contras sign accord to disarm 


MANAGUA (AP) — Deqnte a pact to disband the 
contras, Presidrat Daniel Ortega said Nkaragiians 
can’t Bte sure their 9-year-old civil war is over oiitfl 
the last rebd lays down his gon* 


The contras signed an accord 
Thursday with the United 
National (^>position and the SaiK 
dimstas to begin tnniii^ in their 
weapons next Wedne^y, the 
day the 14-party bloc and 
pFttideat-elect Viol^ Banios 
de CbamoiTO are to take oEBoe. 

The contras are to ^ve op all of 
timr arms by June 10, and ail 
sides agreed to a ceasefire that 
went into effect at noon Tbuzs- 
day. 

There has been widespread 
speculation the Sandinista gov- 
ernment might not transfer power 
as pledged — despite its loss in 
Feb. 25 elections — if die contras 
did not disarm. 

The situation has created an 
atmosphere of mutual suspicion, 
and Ortega appealed for trust. 

-We 5^ can't say dial peace 
lias arrived, but we can say today 
that we are much closer to peace 
and are distancing ourselves from 
war,” he said after a meeting with 
Bernard Aronson, the U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State for 
inter-American Affiurs. 

“The war will have dis- 
appeared on the moment that all 
zte contras have disarmed, and 
the rfaaHiipg is June 10,” he said. 

Aronson made no comments 
during bis one-day visit to Man- 


agua, except when he came out of 
Mrs. CbamoiTo's bone and told 
reporters the two had discussed 
“economics, Che tran^on, the 
peace process" and “the econo- 
mic assistance thing.” 

U.S. President George Bush 
has asked Congr^ to approve 
$300 million in aid to help Mrs. 
Chamorro revive Nicaragua's 
battered economy. 

An estimated 30,000 people 
were killed by the civil war in this 
country of 3 million. There are 
about 9,000 contras m I"ficaragua. 

Hiey waged their insurgency 
agal^ foe Sandini^as from Hon- 
duran border camps and with 
U.S. aid. But the United States 
cut off nnKtaty aid in Febniary 
19S8, the fighting tapered to spor- 
adic battles aiKl most of the rebels 
have slipped bade into the coun- 
try. 

Mrs. Chamorro and Ortega 
bad asked them to didrand. 

*Tm very happy. We don't 
want war any more, we want 
peace, we want reconciliatiott,” 
she said after meeting with Aron- 
son. “like I told Daniel (Ortega) 
yesterday... all of ns have to give 
each other a belfwiig hand, fbi^ 
ffve.” 

Following 14 hoars of talks, the 
contras, the Sandmista-contrcdled 


army, UNO ofGdab and Roman 
Cardmal **«g"*i Oban- 
do Y Bravo of Managua signed 
tbe accord. 

The agreement also calls for 
Saodhiism military forces to 0001 - 
plefe dieir wifodrawal from five 
rebel security zones and for the 
guerrillas to begin ooncentratiiig 
immediately in diose areas. 

Another agreement between 
the Sandinis ta anoy and tbe NGs- 
kito Indiao rebeb, sdio are allied 
with die contras, estabHslied a 
ceasefire that started at midni^ 
Thnrsday in tbe q>arsely popn- 
lated eastern half of Nku^aa. It 
calls for the demobilisation of die 
Indian rdiel force by May 18. 

hfisaons of the United Nations 
and Organisation of American 
States (OAS) were charged with 
si^iervising ^ accords. 

The incoming UNO gov- 
ernmnet seemed to gain tbe most. 

The Sandinistas threatened 
genereal strikes and other actions 
ff the contras did not demobifise 
by inai^uration day, and there 
was always the thrrat of aimed 
dashes and even renewed dvtl 
war. 

Earlier, the contras had de- 
manded the Sandmista army be 
nenfealised as a condition for 
dbbandn^ their forces. 

Thursday's accords do not 
address that demand. However, 
under an accord widi Mrs. Qia- 
morro's coalition, die Sandinigtag 
had already agie^ to depofitkise 
the army and reduce its soe. In 


ezdiange, the ineomhig gow- 
ermnent promised to “respect the 
integrity and profes si wialism” 
the an^ fbtees. 

The feats of dfemp tion in the 
tianste of powa have binged 
largely on whether the army 
WD^ be wQHiig to yield author- 
ity to the new govNiuDent 
“With this accord, we cooctnde 
the peace process that started 
with the elections,” said Antonio 
Lacayo, senior n^Miator for 
Mrs. Chamorro. 

“Let it be dear tiiat what has 
been signed bne is somedung 
serious, somediing formal, and I 
dunk that we all have the good 
win to fulfill this signed docu- 
ment,” said Oscar Sovalbano, 
die contras' senior n^otiator. 

Sandinista army Gen. Humber- 
to Ortega, the defence minister 
and brodier of die preadent, sad 
be was satisfied with what he 
called a peace effort readied “in 
(uofonnd, serious way, with a 
great qiiA of nspoaabiBty.” 
However, not all Sandinistas 
were happy with the idea of 
letting die contras letaiD their 
anns after April 25, and a pro- 
Sandiniata mob surrouiided a 
U.S. embassy station wagon car- 
lying Aronsem as it was leaving 
tbe Managua airport Thotsday 
morning. 

Tbe mob pounded on tbe sides 
and srindows of die vehicle, de- 
manding that the contras de- 
mobilise immediately. No one 


was repOTted injured. 


Talk of ftndo- Pakistan war 
fails to faze border villagers 


SUCHETGARH, India (R) — 
Trenchant ibeotric sparkiiig war 
fears in Islamabad and Delhi 
seems to be having little effect on 
ordinary border folk on die front 
line. 

The last tune tbe two long- 
standing enemies racded their 
sabres, over Indian militaiy exer- 
cises in 1987, the prosperous Indi- 
an border villas of Sudietgarh 
was evacuated along with many 
others in the area. 

But Friday, Suchetgmh's chil- 
dren were playing cricket and 
flying kites, the women diatted 
by the wefl as usual and the men 
were relarmd despite the war fev- 
er. 

*T don’t think diere is genng to 
be a war. We will think about 
what to do when it happens,” said 
tailor Ramesh Lai. 

“We are not going anywhere. 
We are going to stay put,” said 
another villager. 

In 1987, war fever struck at the 
same time of year, just as crops 
were ready for harvest. Villagm 
were evacuated to temporary 
further from the border 
and farmers had to sell their 
harvest quickly and cheaply. 

Tl^ year's harvest b^jns in 
less than two weeks, and farmers 


are busy prqtaring for it. They 
said th^ were worried idxmt a 
repeat of 1987, bot there was no 
panic. 


“We are not under mstnictions 
to hurry the harvesting,*' said 
farmer Ramerii Chander. 

The charges fljdng between 
Delhi and Islamab^ over possi- 
ble preparations for a fourdi war 
stem fr^ an anti-Indian oprising 
in the Kashmir Vall^, vriiere 300 
pc^le have been killed since 
mid-January. 


Two of tile previous wars have 
been fought over Kadmrir, and 
Delhi accuses Pakistan of arming 
an d teaming Kashmiri Muslim 
militants in tbe one-third of the 
ifimalayan re^on it controls. 
Islamab^ denies tbe charge. 

Each has accused the other of 
iQOvii^ tnxqjs to the bmder, but 
Western <£qAomats in Delhi say 
they have seen no signs yet <k 
offensive military preparations. 

Sndietgaifa had a fint taste of 
trouble last month when several 
thousand Pakistanis tried to 
march across tbe frontier to de- 
monstrate support for the Kash- 
miri nnlitants. 

Paramilitary troops of the bor- 


der security force (BSF) opened 
fire and killed at least fow. 

But no more inddenis have 
oocurr^ in tbe area and villagers* 
have relaxed i^gain. 

“We doot feel any war atmos- 
phere here and we are not wor^ 
ried because the BSF is there,” 
said Stun Prakadi Dianna. 

Nevertheless, die BSF has im- 
posed a dosk-to-dawn curfew in 
an area where villagers from both 
sides of the bor^r fence can 
nonnaDy talk to eadi other. 

Under the gaze of the BSF 
from its watch towers, diat is not 
happening these days. 

Bangladesfars porotest 

Meanwhile in Dhaka, about 
5,000 Ban^deshi Mnsfiins- de- 
monstrated Friday to protest at 
what they call the occupation of 
Kashmir by India and tbe ocenpa- 
ti<m of Arab lands ^ Israel. 

The protests were jmndy orga- 
nised by die Islami ConstitutioD 
Movement and a pro-Iranian 
group. 

Bangladeshi fdndamentaUsts 
have staged raflies almost d^y 
recent to pnMest at what they 
can genocide by India in KaKhmir 
and proclaim support for a 
bloody secessionist campaign. 


U.K. parliament adopts 
H. Kong immigration bill 


LONDON (AP) — The govern- 
ment won a surprisingly easy 
victory Thnrsday night in a cru- 
cia] vote on a bill to give British 
pas^iorts and citizenship to an 
estimated 225,000 Hong Kong 
residents. 

The 650-seat House of Com- 
mons approved the second read- 
ing of the biU by a vote of 313 to 
216 de^te rare opposition from 
both ri^twingers in the gov- 
erning Conservative Party 
oi^iosed to increased immigra- 
tion and from the sodalirt Labour 
Party which called it elitist. 

The 97-vote margin of victory 
was only four votes short of the 
lOl-seat Conservative majority in 
die Commons, and was feir hitter 
than political commentators had 
predicted. Some said the govern- 
ment mi^t be defeated. 

Home Secretary David Wad- 
dington had aigued that giring 
British citizenship to S0,(NX) key 
Hong Kong residents and their 
families would prevent a brain- 
drain and mamtain confidence in 
the colony before it reverts to 
Qiina in 1997. 

The vote on the British 
nationality (Hong Kong) bill was 
seen as one of the tou^iest tests 
for Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher since she took power 
nearly 11 years ago, because of 
the prospM of a Conservative 
revolt and Labour opporition. 

Former Conservative Party 
Chairman Norman Tebbit 
daimed last numth that about 80 
Tories opposed to increased im- 
migratiofi would vote against the 
bill or abstain. 

Tbe oppodtiott Labour Party 
also told its members to vote 
^ pinst it on grounds that only 
Hopg Kong’s elite will be ^ven 
passports. Smaller opposition, 
parties were divided on the bill. 

After the vote, Teblat esti- 
mated^! Tories voted against the 
bili. “We bad a preay substantial 
rebellion.” be said. “But where 
was tbe Labour Par^? ...It is 


quite posrible we could have de- 
nted this bill if die oppoatioo 
had voted.” 

An initial analysis of the vote 
showed 44 Conservatives voting 
against tbe government and one 
Labour member voting for the 
government. The number of 
Labour lawmakers voting against 
tbe govenuneat was not im- 
mediately available. 

The voting capped an acrimo- 
niotts said noisy debate in the 
Commons. 

Tbe bill most now go through 
the committee stage, where it can 
be amended. In a second ballot, 
the Commons voted 328 to 213 
against holding the committee’s 
bearings on the floor of the Com- 
mons. This means it will be stu- 
died by a small committee of 
lawmakers, as tbe government 
wanted. 

After die committee stage, the 
bill returns to tbe triiole House 
for line-by-line scrutiny before its 
third reading. But with Thursday 
night’s vote, political observ'eis 
said its passage is virtually 
assured. 

Once the Inll is aj^iroved by 
the Conimoiis, it goes to the 
nnelected House of Lords, whidi 
can amend it. TZie govenunent 
has said it hopes to get die bill on 
the statute books by die summer. 

Under the bill, 50,000 Hong 
Kong readents in “good jobs, 
earning good salaries” would be 
selected on a point system from a 
wide variety of fiel& to receive 
British pasqxuts. Home Seo^- 
ary David Waddington smd. 

“nixt and foremost, this is not 
an immigration biU,” be said. 
“This is a nationality bill derigned 
to anchor people to Hong K«^ 
rather than to encourage them to 
come here.” 

China Friday haishhy criticised 
die British parliament for sup- 
porting a to give dtizeoship 
to an estimated 225,000 midents 
of Hong Kong, which returns to 
Chmese sovereignty in 1997. 


Japanese 
court rejects 
asylum for 
Chinese 
hijacker 


TOKYO (AP) — A court Friday 
refused to grant political asylum 
to a Chmese man ^riio Uja^ed 
an airiiner to Japan to escape 
what be called periitical persecu- 
tion for partidpating in pro- 
demociacy demoostrations. 

The Tokyo Hgb Court re- 
jected 22ia^ 23iCTliai’s af^wal 
and if Justice hCnister Shin Ifree- 
gawa does not intervene, the 
36-year-old man will be extra- 
dite to China and could face 
execution. 

The local branch of the 
London-based human rights 
^oup Amnesty International said 
it was “deqily concerned” about 
the court's dedson and had made 
an appeal to Hasegawa. 

“China’s record on homan 
limits sfawe die Tiananmen ind- 
drat is dqilorable,” Amnesty In- 
ternatiomJ said in a stateme n t 
“If Zhang is sent bade to China, 
he could face execution, torture, 
brutality or other forms of in- 
humane pumshment.” 

“Fet^ woriwide will wonder 
*iriiat sort of human ri^ts aware- 
ness do Japanese have?”’ it said. 

A Foreign tfimstry offidal, 
however, defended the decision. 

2ha^ “sfaoakl be tried for the 
hijacld^. There is no erideoce 
suggesting ti^ he is a political 
refugee,” said mmistry spokes- 
man Taizo Watandie. 

In a statement released 
through his l a wyers in January, 
Zhang said the HijaAing was a 
last-ditch attenqit to flee pditical 
peisecution fdkm^ his involve- 
ment in pro-democracy protests 
in Tiananmen Square in Pelting 
last spring. 

China has demanded that 
Zhaqg, who has ben in polfee 
custody since Dec. 31, he re- 
tnnied to stand trial. 


E. German 

communists 

pledge 

constructive 

opposition 


EAST BERLIN (R) — East Ger- 
many's once all-powerfal Com- 
munists pierced IMday construc- 
tive (^jposition to tiie country's 
new conservative-led govern- 
ment. 

Gregor Gysi, leader the Par- 
ty of Democratic Socialism 
(PDS), said his party supported 
many ctf the policies onveflkd by 
Christian Democratic Prime 
Minister Lotbar de Maiziere 
Thursday. 

The n>S, a lefbnned verson 
of the Comimudst Party driven 
0 ^ of office in a peaoefid revolu- 
tion last year, is tbe hugest 
opposition group in the East Ger- 
man pariiament wfaiefa emerged 
from last month’s first free elec- 
tions. 

De Maiziae had made it dear 
that in negotiating onificatioa 
with West Germany, East Ger- 
many would not meekly accept 
terms dictated by Bonn. 

“We welcome yonr apparent 
intention to lead a soverejgu gov- 
ernment,” Gysi sod during a 
pariiamentBiy debate that pro- 
duced fiery exduuDges and flariies 

humour never seen in t^ old 
Communist rubber-stamp patfia- 
ment. 

’Tn this, yon w31 always have 
our sof^iort. Tbe PDS groofnig 
will support everything that 
serves tbe well-bring of the 
dtizens of East Geimany.” 

Gya urged De Maizieie to be- 
firm in insistiiig diat uhen West 
Germany’s po w erf u l mark re-, 
places the virtually wmfiless East 
German mark, the coDversum 
should take pl^' at the rate of 
one-to-one. 

Gysi firmly rejected De 
M^ere's plans to cbooee die 
road to nnifieation fevonred by 
Bonn, under which East Ger- 
many would amply become part 
of the West German Fedoal Re- 
pnblic. 

Gysi said this would give East 
Gttmans an inferiority oonqtiex. 


Mitterrand puts U.S, fears on 
NATO commitment to rest 



KEY LARGO, Honda (R) 
President Francois Mittetr^re- 
topied to Paris Friday confidtett 
he has dispelled American oon- 
oem about Fhmce^.co mnii t m eii t ' 
to NATO. 

He ap pe a rs to have convinced 
fterident George Bush at talb in 
FUxida ThiHSt^ that U.S. 
tmesis are not threatened by 
Fireiidi plans for Eur^ to take a 
more assertive rde in its own 
security. 

Bush hailed Mitterrand’s “en- 
lighteoed long-tenn visioii’* about 
the future of the U.S.^ed 
Western aiHii«f> ukJ its rriatioas 
rrith Europe's owa institutions. 

“I timk that Preadent Mitter- 
rand and I are very dose togedm' 
on the concept of NATO in the 
fntoie,” Bosh sahl at a j(^ news 
conference. 

The awaairancft wss in Striking 
con tr ast to the build-up to the 
tnfinnpyi talks udieo mii^tified 
American officials warned 
tlirougli the French media that 
the two allies seemed to be drift- 
ing apart on their Unoimiits for 
the new NATO (North Atlantic 
Tce^ Organisation). 

France, under General Charles 


de GanDe, pulled its forces out of 
die aOum’s int^rated com- 
mand in 19ft, detennmed to 
keep total control of its new 
nudear arsenal. 

French governments have 
stuA to tiiat independent path, 
and in Key l^igo l^Rerrand 
ruled out any fell return to 
NATO. 

“As everyone knows, or should 
know, Fnnoe hafi a specific de- 
fence pdky and ste intends to 
. keqi that anttmoiny',” he said. * 

But he took pains to dispel 
fears that France tiioa^ NATO, 
armed in 1SM9 at the start of the 
c(dd war, had utterly lost its' 
puipose widi tbe sudden dedine 
in Soviet power. 


new world ordte in d et a il at a 
m«tmg sdiedoled for M^ 30 to 
June 3. 

Mitterrand wants the new 
NATO to coffiF^ement otiier 
aiiianffgg fn Eurt^ but stTcssed 
that the United States sfaoakl 
retain a key role in European 


He said the Atiantic alliance's 
role in mamtaining Europe’s de- 
fence and strategic balance was as 
important as ever. But NATO 
bad to adapt to rf»««ging times, 
be said, adding tiiat Bush backed 
his call for the 16-member 
alKance io bold a sammit tins 
year to chart its fiitiire. 

The summit win be held after 
Bash and Soviet President 
Nfikhail Gorbachev cfiscossd tbe 


the need for U.S. troops to re- 
main in Europe. 

He pushed his notion of a 
Eon^iean confederation as a way 
of Mnging the emex^ng dmno- 
cracies of tiie E^ into a close 
reiationsbip with tiie Western 
half of. tbe continent. 

The 12-nation European Com- 
munity is set to xnt^rate econo- 
mically, pofiticaOy and in the 
security field, he said, s p ea kin g 
on the day that France and 
West Germany made a hi^ 
profile initiative to speed up tbe 
(Hocess. 

Ftench officials denied the 
Franco-Geiman initiative was 
timed to coincide witii the Florida 
tall^ to show Burii tiiat Europe 
meant bosiiiess. 

Aslwd if he was worried by the 

move. Bush replied quickly: “not 
at all.” 


Colombian police foil terrorist 
attack on Medellin airport 


BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — 
Police have foiled aplanbytwo 
Spanirii meroeuaries to use a 
rodeet and automatic rifles to fire 
on die MedeDin airport, autiwr- 
ities said. 

The rocket and the two rifles 
were seized Thnrsday during a 
polioe-nid on a bouse across from 
tbe Medellin airp(»t, said Gen. 
Hoberto Camero, the city’s 
police dnef. Camero said in a 
communique that tbe two terror- 
ists fled the house moments be- 
fore che-raid. 

He added that tiiey were plan- 
ning carry out “a large-scale 
attadc, presumably against either 
preddratial camfidates or air- 
craft.” 

The caiKfidate for the 
tion Conservative Party, Rodrigo 
Lloreda, was in Medellin Ihuiv 


d^ campaigning in advance of 
tiie May 27 deotions. 

In Bogota, the head of Col- 
ombia’s security police, Gen. 
hffiguel Maze, told report ^ Aat 
the two Spaiddi mercenaries ar- 
rived in MedeUin Wednesday, 
apparendy to {uepare the attack 
on tiie aiipo^ 

He dM not identify tiie suspects 
but said antiictrities were still 
searching for diem. 

In tiie past, antiiorities have 
accused Spaniiuds bekraghig to 
the ETA, the separatist Basque 
group, of carrying out terr or i s t 
attacks in Colombia for drug traf- 
fickers. 

Mercenaries belonging to the 
ETA have been imptioted in two 
of the worst terrorist attacks by 
drug traffickers as part of their 
war against the govenunent. 


Police blame the te r rorists for 
bomb tiiat eacploded last Nov. 27 
aboard a Colombian jetlmer, kill- 
ing all 107 persons aboard. On 
D^ 6, a cm bomb targeting tiie 
security police headquarters kil- 
led 63 persons and wounded 
some 1,000. ETA members made 
the device, pdice said. 

Last we^, terrorists woridng 
for tbe Medeffin cartel exploded a 
car bomb on a buty Medel^ 
hi^nray, kflling 20 persons. 

The attacks were in retatiation 
for a government antidrag cam- 
paign, now in its ei^ith month. 

In an unrelated event, rix leftist 
guerrillas were IdDed in a battle 
with a special army brigade cre- 
ated to fight tbe id>e1s. The 
deariiK brought to 28 tiie number 
of rebels kiU^ by tiie brigade in 
its first two weeks to operatiem.. 


130 countries to celebrate Earth Day 


TWENTY years after tbe en- 
vironmental movement was laun- 
ched, 130 countries Sunday wiQ 
mark Earth Day with parade and 
protests caJlii^ attentioa to ga^ 
bage in Japan, rain forests in 
Bi^ and polhition eveiywhere. 

At the United Nations in New 
York, 42 astronauts from 14 
countries will participate in 
celebrations to indude displays of 
Earth photos taken from space 20 
years ago and others taken re- 
cently. The effects of poDution, 
ofl drilling and tree felling are 
dear. 

A transmission from the Soviet 
^pace station A& wriU be pro- 
jected on a large screen. 

At the Washington, D.C., 
Zoo, elephants will trainple ahi- 
nriwnm cans to promote recycl- 
ing. In J^er, Hungary, tbmu will 
be a parade of people dressed as 
trees and birds, and in Kesztbely 
people will wear gas masks to 
protest ante emissioiis. 

British shoppers are being 
asked to return unnecessary and 
wasteful packa^ng to grocery 
stores for recyeSng. 

In tiie Himalayas, cUmbers 
from the United Sta^ Soviet 
Union and China have set Earth 
Day as their target for readnng 
the summit of Mount EveresL 
They win collect garba^ from 
part expeditioiis dnniig tlM climb. 

Earth Day win last a week in 
the Gulf. Edubitions, lertures 
and other activities are aimed at 
bei^tening awareness of the 
dangers of pcAuting tbe Gulf 
offrbore oQ rigs smd coastal in- 
dustries. 


Gaylord NcIschi, a former U.S. 
senator who founded tbe first 
Earth Day in 1970, said tins 
year’s celebration is lilteiy to be 
“the largest grassroots demon- 
stration in history.” 

' Nelson, a oonnsellor to the 
Wilderness Society, said it sbonld 
cxeate public iqjioar that “shakes 
die pc^tical leadership of the 
worid out of its letfaaigy and 
forces it to deal with global en- 
vironmental probfems.” 


Japan will celebrate Earth Day 
for die first time. Events will 
include a festival on Ymnenoshi- 
ma, or “dream island," in Toltyo 
Bay. The island was buflt on 
landfill, mainly garbage from 
Tokyo. 

Denis Hayes, international 
chaumanofEarth Day, said on a 
recent visit to Tokyo that Jrqian 
was “in a league ahnoat witii the 
United States in being viewed as 
an environmental outlaw, 
perhaps even more so because of 
its dependence on resources from 
overseas.” 


Saving the Brazilian rain 
forests from development will be 
a major theme worldwide. 

The Jqian Tropical Forest Ac- 
tion Nertroit a “rock fm 
the Rain Forest’ concert to pobli- 
dse Japan's positioii as the lead- 
ing importer of wood from tropic- 
al rain forests. 

bi Budapest, Hungary, ecolog-. 
ists mil ghm die Brarilian emba^ 
sy a coffin filled with sawdust to 
{uotest tbe kilBng of die Amazon 
forests. 


In Britain, Friends of the Earth 
wiU tefl peo^ dirt inassive Tltird 
Worid forriga debt contributes to 
deectruction of rain forests. The 
environinenta] group is pushing 
for debt relief. 

Other activities worldwide will 
mcfaide: 

~ Fkance: Formation of a bo- 
man diam of 500,000 people 
along the Loire Riw diat ^ 
stre te h about 840 kilometres. 

— Hungary^ in Vac, a dirty 
sphere symbolisiiig the Earth wQl 
be roiled into the main square 
and washed dean. 

— The Netboiands: En vir o u - 
mental groiqis will p rotest ii^- 
ways under construction and 
prcqxised tunnels to bisect the 
Amsterdam-Rotterdam corridor. 

— Ireland: Parades in DoUin 
and 10 other cities are pfaimed. 
_ — Britam: The Counefl fcM* 
Posterity lanncbes tbe adopt-a- 
planet competition in piinmy 
and secondary schools. Students 
will adopt a anaO piece of land, 

niaking impmvwneiitg and taking 

“before” “after” |tiiotogia|tiis. 
Cash prizes will be awarded in 
June 1^1. 

— Mexieo: eovironmentalisfis 
win march six kUometres from 
Zocafo to Chapultepec Park. The 
theme will be tbe four dements! 
Eardi, wind, watm: and fire.' A 
major issue is and ex- 

port of sea eggs and glfitBt 

— United States: in Arizona, 
students wfll idant hundreds of 
trees. Many communities wiU 
close streets to motorised traffic. 
Some chemical plants will bold 
opmi booses. 


N. Koreans vote for parliament Sunday 


TOKYO (R) — North Korea 
Sunday votes to renew hs rubber^ 
stamp pariiament but political 
analysts are certain “greet lead- 
er” Kim n-Sang will k^ Us grip 
OD real power despite speculation 
be could step dc^. 

Kim, 78, who has ruled the 
rednshreoaianfry for 42 years, has 
kmg Roomed hfr son, “dear lead- 
er” Knn Jm^n, to take over. 

Most North Knea analysts in 
Tol^ and Seoul — origfriaUy 
inti^aed when elections ^ tiie 
Stqnreme People’s Assembly were 
advanced ax montiis — dunk tiie 
time is stfll not ripe. 

GmgivesDosignofwaveruig- 
In an oprti letter to voten he said 
he was glad to be nominated for 
assembly deputy. 

“1 jistify the deqi trust 
and eaqsectatkm of tiie pecfde Ity 
faidifolty serving tim country and 
tile peo^ and devotii^ utys^to 
the cause of wiagikfn and coite 
monism,” he wrote. 

Ana|y^ aigne that even if the 
elder Earn oSidally retires be will 
still wield power behind the 


“It is doubtful wbetiier he can 
readily abandon power even for 
Us son,” a sp^esman SouA 
-Korea’s National Unification 
Ministay said recen^. 

Nortii Korea is one of the last 
hardfine Commnnist countries 
and Its secTOty mate accurute 
pUitica] piedirtiois impossibte, 
but Jinn’s Kyodo News Service 
rqxnted last mratfa from Pddng 
Kim would step down after Us 
Ufthday, which was on April 15. 

It qopted Chinese govnmimt 
sources as saying Qmaa was in- 
formed in mid-Febniaiy that Sm 
was about to retire from key posts 
and hand over the reins of power 
to Us son. 


temational isolatioii after tiie col- 
lapse of Communist governments 
in Eastern Europe, and is enr- 
rentiy involved b a bitter row 
with Moscow over its warmer ties 
with the South Kreean govem- 
meaL 

It also faces growing disoontmit 
amongst its own pecqde over 
shorta^ of food, dotinng and 
other items, the analysts said. 

“North Koreans do not finnfc 
now is a prope r time for tiie 
power tranribr. They want Em 
D-Sung to stay b power as tong as 
be is in good health,” said 
Hideshi Takesada, a Korea 
analyst at the Japanese Defence 
CUl^. 


This added feel to the specula- 
tion qiarked by Pyongyang’s 
annoancement m Fbbniaiy of 
elections for the assemUy wtakfa 
has no real power but offidaDy 
dects ^ presidait The new 
assembty is aqpected to ooavmie 
around May. 

North Korea feces growing in- 


Tbe “great leader,” whose per- 
sonality cult pervades every 
aspect of Nortii Korean life, is 
currently both general secretany 
of the Korean Worfcen (Com- 
munist) Party and sfete pretideot. 

The younger Kim, groomed 

'to gncceed his f^er sbee the 
eariy 1970s, bolds tbe number 
two post b tbe ralmg party and 


analysts say he already runs day- 
to-day state affair s 

“ft k bqxrtsible to deny or 
affirm at tha $tage. Bra it rfimif 

titat (an official) power trmsfer m 
the near fntiire k only a slim 
posobOity,” said the Seoul Uni- 
fication NGnktay qxdresman. 

North Korean joumafists have 
been quoted by Japanese media 
as denying any plans by tbe elder 
Khn to quit. 

'’ft’s inqxissiUe,” said one m 
tiie I^Moan border vslhgp. of tei- 
munjorn, quo^ Ity Kyodo and 
the Santei Shimbnn newqiaper. 
He said the assembly election was 
advanced so that it could quk^ 
cany out itians outlined in Km 
n-Sung’s new year ackfaess. 


The Rodong Smmon, mouth- 
piece of tiie party* ran an 
ecGtoiial saying, “the nommatioti 
of tiie great kwrier as a camfi- 
date... refiects tiie nnshaVa^i^^ ^ 
will of tiie Kipinean peofrie... to 

ft^ow die party and tile Indv to 

the last, weatiuKag out any 
storm or strras.” 



Amorous ram 
kills Greek farmer 


IRAKIiON, Crete (R) — A 
100-year-oid Greek feimer was 
kiiied by an atnorons rain after he 
tried to stop it mating witii one of 
hk goats. Police said Y annb Oas- 
ifaiftiris died from stoinacb aod 
head mjuries caused Ity the 13011 
horns. “Nobody could get 
to be^ hiin as the ram- 'wo 
furious,” a police spokesman 
said. 




Evicted mother 
told to *buy a tent 


LONDON (R) — A bomelesi 
mother was astomsbed w he n 
British social security officials 
took her at ber word and gave ber 
mcmey to buy a tent Fftylfis 
Sm^, 41, appealed forhelpafter 
sbe and her three cUldreB were 
evicted frtmi tiiefr bouse beeam 
of rent arrears and ftned toflay 
with relatives. “Tb^ said they 
couldn't bdp so I jokmgty.asked 
if they would pay frfr a teat,” 
Smith smd Thurs^. “The next 
tiling I knew tbe cbe^.had 
arrived.” The cheque tor £186 
(^05) made out to a locd out- 
door equipment store was accom- 
panied by £75 ($123) in cash to 
pay for air bi^ camping 
gear. “I just can’t believe ft,” 
Smith s^. “Do they lei^ ex- 
pect me to camp out witii ihy. 
difl^D?” A spokesman' for the 
Department of Social Seem^ 
said: “Something has dearly goM 
wrong.” 


British baron 
of plotting theft . 


BIRMINGHAM, England (A^ 

— ABriti^courthasetHnkteda 
baim of {dottii^ to Steal front an ^ 
dderiy relative, but tiie jury con- 
tinued to deliberate on ^nSar 
diarges against his two st^ 
cfafldren. ftmtence was not Jm- 
mediately imposed <mi Baron ; 
Mkbael de Steim3d or on bk 
ex-wife. Baroness Susan de Stem- 
pel. The SS-year-old barooes 
pleaded guilty to five charges of 
theft and two of forgery in con-, 
nectfoo with the fortune of ber 
aunt,' tiie late Lady Margaret 
nUn^oitfa. Xhuing the nine- ' 
wedc trial at Brnnin^iam Crown 
.CDmt, Baroness de Steuqiers 
two chddien finenn a former mar- 
riage, ' Seqilua Wnberforoe, 27, 
and Manm TVOberforce, 2^ as 
weU as the 60-year-old bai^ 
{deeded innooent to coniqHririg to 
steal frrai Lady REoigwoitfa be- 
tween January 1984 and January 
1986. Prosecutor Timothy Barnes 
allied diey acted as a tem and 
took ^^ast quantities” of her 
property. He said cash and goods 
worth £500,000 ($820,000) were 
taken from the elde^ woman 
before ber death when lived 
her niece, die baroness, at 
their home in Docklow, central 
England. Tbe jury detiberated for 
11 boors befrue finding the barwi 
guilty. He diowed no emotion 
when the verdict was m ti ip wri 
against him. Tbe jury was to 
resume deliberation on the 
charges against Sophia and Mar- 
cus Wflbeifbrce. 


Kirov star Joins 
U.S. ballet theatre 


NEW YORK (AP) — Faiuk 
Ruziniatov, 26, once a 
stv of Leitingra<r8 Kirov Ba8et^ 
has joined tbe American Ballet 
Theatre (AB^ in New York, the 
AOT has said. Rnamatov won' 
wide praise from dance critics 
when be performed in New York 
with the Kirov in 1987. He first 
danced whb the Arrteric an BaBlet 
Theatre in May 1988, appearfeg 
togetbtf witii Kirov ballefiiia 
Ahynai Arariniarataiva in 'Tjt 
Bayadere.” Ruzunatov alre. 
Cleared witii the American Bal- 
let Theatre during its recent en- 
Sagemeot at the KemM^ 

IP W aslri^ton and wiD 
with the company in its 

season be ginning May 7. 


Over 600 Danis 
homosexuals ir 
under new law'' 




COPENHAGEN (R) — S£ 
tfred and forty-eight E 
tonns exnals entered “gay 
*e first tiueTn 
Denmark legated 
P’^nneidtips last 5ct 1 

N^onal Statistia Offio 
ported Wednesday. iWffi 

tim sim^ op for 

were men, 

tofee-qaarters Jive 


Denmark was 
pass such a lau 
"8***CTed g[ty cm 
the rights enjoys 
^ mazruige parti 
of adopting cUddii 
petoed wffhont r 
Meisttf theNt 




A 


■MuanerattCh 
^Wedoyer'whetfe 
gty' macijai 




